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Come On In. We’re Open!

Come in and meet the team in Toronto’s newest bookstore

Over 11,000 square 
feet of bright and 

spacious resources 
including:

Faith Family Books and Gifts
45 Milner Avenue, Scarborough (one light north of the 401, next to Winners)
For more information please send your request to: info@faithfamilybooks.ca
or call 416.291.9005   www.faithfamilybooks.ca

n   	Largest selection of Christian books and gifts in Ontario
n   	A wide selection of church resources and supplies
n   	Great deals! 1000s of discounts & great deals for 
	 a Toonie arriving daily
n   	Relaxing café
n   	Expanded music and DVD department
n   	Largest selection of special occasion cards in Toronto
n   	Rotating original art displays 
	 by well-known Canadian 
	 Christian artists
n   	Weekly book signings and 
	 CD 	releases by top authors 
	 and 	musicians

mailto:info@faithfamilybooks.ca
http://www.faithfamilybooks.ca
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22	 Evangelicals Contribute to Reconciliation Around 
the World by Alex Newman Christians who have worked 
in the world’s trouble spots reflect on what it’s like to try to 
encourage healing and to build bridges between enemies.

24	 Repairing a Broken Relationship by Wanda Malcolm 
When hurt damages a relationship, a simple “I forgive you” 
may not fix everything. A psychologist outlines the elements 
that contribute to a successful reconciliation process. 

26	 Canadian Evangelicals and Reconciliation With 
First Nations by Ron Csillag Have we made any progress 
on encouraging healing with our aboriginal brothers and 
sisters? A brief overview.

30	 Inspired by the Persecuted Church A Faith Today 
interview on death and dying with Glenn Penner of The 
Voice of the Martyrs Canada.

Features   

Cover: The Benefit of Doubt
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18	 The Benefit of Doubt by Carolyn Arends Doubt is a much 

maligned reality of a living faith. If you have it, don’t despair 
– most people in the Bible were ”a questioning lot.”  

Cover: www.carolynarends.com
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Going Deeper
F r o m  t h e  E d i t o r

D
id you think it odd that this 
issue of Faith Today has doubt 
as its cover story? After all, 
shouldn’t we as Evangelicals 

be confident about our faith in God? 
Doubt seems more like something you 
would expect to be of interest to spirit-
ual seekers or non-believers. 

In “The Benefit of Doubt,” Carolyn 
Arends challenges such hasty assump-
tions about doubting. She highlights 
the importance of walking through 
our doubts with God to discover His 
faithfulness and to experience Him in a 
different, transforming way. She points 
out that many biblical figures did not 
hide their doubts but instead brought 
them to God who intervened, often in 
unexpected ways. 

Glenn Penner, chief executive direc-
tor of The Voice of the Martyrs Canada, 
would agree with Arends. In his ministry, 
Penner has profiled the faith and cour-
age of many people who have been per-
secuted for their faith. His ministry has 
demonstrated over and over how God 
intervenes through His people. Now 
faced with the personal diagnosis of ter-
minal cancer, Penner shares an unusual 
perspective. His work with people who 
face their own mortality daily has led him 
to believe that “God has not promised us 
a break from . . . suffering and death.” 
These are “normal things for anyone 
who is going to work for the purpose of 
God.”

Changing the way we think is also 
an important factor in this issue’s pack-
age of stories about reconciliation. In 
“Evangelicals Contribute to Reconcili-
ation Around the World,” writer Alex 
Newman profiles how Christians are en-
couraging healing and building bridges 

between enemies. Each reconciliation 
effort has been unique to the situation, 
but Christians consistently appear to 
carry the common willingness to risk, 
share and listen. 

“It is a ministry that God has 
uniquely committed to us, His people,” 
insists Michael Cassidy, founder of Af-
rican Enterprise. “If you are willing 
to come to Jesus, you must be serious 
about coming to the world of relation-
ships.” Perhaps that is why Christians 
have been on the forefront in so many 
peace initiatives.

And yet, when it is your own coun-
try, the process of reconciliation can 
seem overwhelming. In “Canadian 
Evangelicals and Reconciliation With 
First Nations,” writer Ron Csillag pro-
files the emotional and psychological 
cost of seeking a solution to years of 
mistakes and hurt in Canada. The 
most effective measures so far have 
been based on honest and transparent 
conversations where participants have 
been brave enough to share and feel the 
pain of the harm done to our aboriginal 
brothers and sisters. 

In this reconciliation process, Chris-
tians may be uniquely suited – not be-
cause of our gifts but rather because of 
our failures. For each Christian has ex-
perienced the pain of facing personal 
sin before God, knowing that only 
Christ’s death could pay the resulting 
cost and redeem the eternal conse-
quences. Many of those who have 
found themselves emptied of their own 
resources have discovered God’s pres-
ence and power. 

Gail Reid is managing editor of Faith 
Today and director of communications for 
The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada.
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as I have worked several decades in an 
orphanage in Cuba and in literature pro-
duction and church planting in Venez-
uela. Our children and grandchildren 
have also gone on many short-term mis-
sionary work projects. 

Often those whom 
Christians seek to help 
are so needy because they 
have engaged in harmful, 
non-Christian activities 
such as fighting, drug 
abuse or illicit sex.

My prayer is that 
we, as a Bible-believing 
community, will re-
member how to prevent 
as well as trying to cure 

their ills. Maybe we should let secular 
agencies dig most of the wells to provide 
clean water while we share the good news 
of salvation as our main thrust. 

The Bible still tells us that all men and 
women are sinners and that we all reap 
what we sow. I wonder if we are forgetting 
that, in part, as we spend so much time 
helping only the physical needs. I don’t 
criticize short-term missions but maybe 
we should put more spiritual emphasis 
into them – especially when going to lands 
that permit evangelism.

Glenn Finch

Lacombe, Alta.

B.C. Mission Boats
Re: Kingdom Matters (Mar/Apr 2009)
Your article rang a ship’s bell for this 
Navy veteran. 

Nearly a century ago, my father, Wil-
liam Arthur Fuller, pioneered all along the 
Inward Passage off the British Columbia 
coast, visiting the shantymen (as lumber-
jacks in makeshift shanties called them-
selves) with friendship and the gospel.

My father and mother, with my eldest 
sister, lived on the Messenger II (Mes-
senger I was shipwrecked). They tied up 
at Vananda on Texada Island (north of 
Vancouver Island) while my mother gave 
birth to their second child. 

William Henderson, founder of the 

L e t t e r s

Shantyman’s Christian Association, ap-
pointed my father as his successor and our 
family took up residence in Victoria. A more 
recent retired SCA leader, Arthur Dixon, 
currently lives in the Toronto area.

So we were blessed to read of ongoing 
ministries to isolated and spiritually needy 
settlements along Canada’s West Coast. 
It’s a Canadian mission field! Thanks for 
encouraging prayer on its behalf.

W. Harold Fuller

Stouffville, Ont.

Ethics Not Complicated
Re: Ask a Theologian (Mar/Apr 2009)
I was saddened to read another subjectivist 
and postmodern interpretation of biblical 
ethics. Yes, I agree that sometimes a “gap 
seems to exist between the commandments 
we find in the Bible and the complicated 
world in which we live.” But how big is 
this gap? How often are we faced with a 
conflict of moral principles where we have 
“to choose the lesser of two evils?” In fact 
this occurs rather seldom. Most of the time, 
maybe even 95 per cent of the time, the 
Bible gives clear guidance in distinguishing 
wrong from right, even for today’s com-
plex world. Again and again the prophets, 
Jesus, John, Peter and Paul tell us that for-
nication, greed, envy, drunkenness and a 
quarrelling spirit are just plain wrong. And 
they also declare that actions and character 
traits such as being humble, kind, generous 
and self-controlled are just plain right.

To begin an essay on biblical ethics 
by calling into question our longing for 
“a black and white set of guidelines” is 
seriously misleading. To repeatedly re-
mind readers that the Bible is not primar-
ily about giving us “static (or unchanging) 
formulas” or “mere principles for living” 
is to distort biblical ethics. It is to give way 
to the pervasive relativism that exists in our 
world today, to exaggerate the complexity 
of the contemporary world. To cite Bonho-
effer as exemplary in struggling to discern 
God’s will in a complex situation is to beg 
the question. Maybe Bonhoeffer should 
have listened more carefully to Jesus’ plain 
teaching in the Sermon on the Mount that 

Debiting and Tithing
Re: How to Rise Above the Economic 
Crisis (Mar/Apr 2009)
I do not agree with tithing by using auto-
matic debits. I am a grandparent who de-
lights with my wife in giving gifts to our 
children and grandchildren 
on special occasions. Since the 
family does not live nearby, we 
often send a carefully chosen 
card together with a monetary 
gif and, in return, we receive 
a written thank-you. This ex-
change represents a loving and 
a very tangible interaction.

What a blessing we would 
miss if we were simply to give 
each one a debit card and tell 
them to deduct a specific amount from our 
bank account on those gift-exchanging 
occasions. What a poor and meaningless 
substitute that would be! Both we and 
they would miss out on the real meaning 
of giving and receiving.

It does not seem right to relegate my 
love offering to the Lord to the same level 
as the payment of a routine bill.

Alan Lambert

Brossard, Que.

I’m concerned that your article, which 
included some helpful suggestions, may 
also cause unnecessary feelings of guilt 
for some readers.

There are some Christians who are in 
no position to give 10 per cent of their in-
come away without seriously damaging 
their family. Others can give much more. 
When the Old Covenant was ended, that 
included the tithing system. The New 
Covenant teachings on generosity are 
even more demanding for most of us and 
more compassionate for all of us.

Grant Corriveau

Nanaimo, B.C.

Evangelism Is Prevention
Re: Churches Rethink Their Global Mis-
sion (Mar/Apr 2009)
Millions of people around the world are 
in desperate need. I have seen it myself 
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the substitutionary atonement at the Cross, 
a low view of Scripture, and denial of hell, 
which is one hell of a mistake.”

Certainly we cannot lump all persons 
who use the word “emergent” together. 
But if Brian McLaren is the spokesman 
for emergent, then almost all Evangelicals 
would have to agree it is heretical! 

For further consideration, I recommend 
the booklet The Emergent Church by Dr 
William R. Goets, available from Canadian 
Revival Fellowship in Regina, Sask.

Ed Turner

Camrose, Alta.

I agree evangelicalism has some adjust-
ing to do in the three areas he mentions. 
However, it is not these practices that are 
causing some to ask about heresy. 

Beverley alludes to “whatever legit-
imate concerns” some people have about 
the emergent movement. But he fails to 
address those concerns. That is where the 
heretical teaching is found.

Instead, Beverley quotes Brian McLar-
en’s basic statement of his identity. That 
statement tactfully avoids the doctrinal con-
cerns many of us have with some people in 
the movement, including Brian McLaren. 

Wikipedia does a better job of warn-
ing Christians of the heretical aspects of the 
movement. Its article “Emerging Church” 
quotes Mark Driscoll: “But I eventually had 
to distance myself from the Emergent stream 
of the network because friends like Brian 
McLaren and Doug Pagitt began pushing 
a theological agenda that greatly troubled 
me. Examples include referring to God as 
a [woman], questioning God’s sovereignty 
over and knowledge of the future, denial of 

killing and even hate are wrong. To suggest 
that each morning we need “to learn anew 
what is good” is to fail to do justice to the 
abiding biblical norms that never change. 
It is to worship the evangelical idols of 
newness and relevance. 

Paul taught us that love involves 
keeping God’s law (Romans 13:10). Jesus 
very explicitly said that he did not come 
to abolish the law and the prophets and 
that “whoever breaks one of the least of 
these commandments and teaches others 
to do the same will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:17-20). 
And this Jesus “is the same yesterday, 
today and forever” (Hebrews. 13:8). His 
creation laws are eternal (Psalm 119).

Elmer J. Thiessen

Waterloo, Ont.

Shack Opens Discussions
Re: Letters (Mar/Apr 2009)
I have read The Shack and consider its 
popularity a good thing. It is good in the 
same way the atheist bus ads should be 
welcomed by Christians – as an opening 
to talk with others about God and the 
good news of Jesus Christ.

I hope evangelical Christian theolo-
gians, pastors and church members will 
carefully highlight the teaching in this 
book, revealing where it is in tune with 
biblical revelation and where it is not.

Barbara Richardson

Toronto, Ont.

Practices Versus Doctrine
Re: Is Emergent Heretical? (Nov/Dec 
2008)
Instead of dealing with the doctrinal is-
sues many Evangelicals have with the 
emergent movement (doesn’t “heretical” 
refer to doctrinal error?), James Beverley 
discusses their practices. The nine prac-
tices he lists as a description of the move-
ment could be said of many Evangelicals, 
even of past generations who have never 
heard the word “emergent.” 

Beverley also claims that emergent 
is upsetting because it challenges certain 
practices of traditional evangelicalism. 

  Contact Faith Today

Letters to the editor must be signed 
and have the writer’s address if for pub-
lication. Please include a daytime phone 
number. Letters may be edited for length 
or clarity. Opinions are the writer’s own. 
● 	  Letters to the editor and writing 

queries: FTeditor@efc-canada.com 
● 	  Subscriptions and address changes: 

info@faithtoday.ca
● 	  Advertising: ads@faithtoday.ca
Or write to: M.I.P. Box 3745, Markham, 
ON L3R 0Y4. Fax: 905-479-4742.

M i l e s t o n e s

Resigned: George Durance as president 
of Ambrose University College effective 
June 2009. In 1997, Durance was ap-
pointed president of Alliance University 
College, which later merged with Naz-
arene University College to form Ambrose 
University College. Ambrose now has 600 
students and offers undergraduate degrees 
in arts and science. Last summer it moved 
across Calgary to a 
new 40-acre campus in 
the city’s southwest. 

Appointed: Paula Cur-
tis as president and 
CEO of Opportunity 
International Canada. 
Previously she worked 
with The Navigators of 
Canada. She succeeds Gary Walsh.

Awarded: Stan Cuthand, an Anglican priest 
from Little Pine First Nation, Sask., with a 
lifetime achievement award at the National 
Aboriginal Achievement Awards. Cuthand, 
95, spent more than 20 years translating the 
New Testament and about half of the Old 
Testament into Plains Cree. The Canadian 

Bible Society has supported the translation 
work and will publish it after it is reviewed 
in Cree communities.

Appointed: Reg Andrews as director of 
school operations and ministry at Peoples 
Christian Academy Inc., an independent 
Christian school in Toronto. Founded in 
1971, it became an independent legal en-
tity in 2007, and it plans to relocate its 470 
students (K-12) to Markham, Ont. in Sept. 
2010. Andrews has served as a church 
planter, high school teacher, principal and, 
most recently, as executive pastor of The 
Peoples Church and as director of ministry 
mobilization with Every Home for Christ 
Canada. Andrews remains involved with 
EQUIP, the mission arm of John C. Max-
well's Injoy Ministries.

Appointed: David Marshall as executive 
director of I.N. Network Canada, an orga-
nization supporting evangelism and devel-
opment work in 38 countries. He succeeds 
John Denbok, who is now international 
president of I.N. Network. Marshall is 
from Riverview, N.B., but is moving to 
Collingwood, Ont., where the organiza-
tion has offices.

Paula Curtis

mailto:fTeditor@efc-canada.com
mailto:info@faithtoday.ca
mailto:ads@faithtoday.ca
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An “ashram” in ancient India, 
where the term originates, was 
a Hindu hermitage where sages 

lived in peace and tranquility with na-

Christian Ashrams 
in Canada

photo: Yvon Thibault (www.atlanticchristianashram.org)

ture. Today, a number of Christian re-
treats use the term to refer to an inten-
tional community formed primarily for 
the spiritual benefit of its members.

“I’ve been involved with ashrams 
since 1975,” says Rev. Ed Hird, dir-
ector of the B.C. Christian Ashram 
Movement along with his wife, Janice. 
Ashrams are “similar to other Chris-
tian retreats but have a very interest-
ing structure that looks a lot like the 
early Methodist meetings.”(Hird is 
also rector of St. Simon’s Church in 
North Vancouver – part of the Angli-
can Network in Canada – and chaplain 
to Alpha Canada, which promotes a 
course used to introduce Christianity 
by a wide variety of denominations.)

In the Sanskrit language, “ah” 
means “apart from” and “shram” 
means “work.” Christian ashrams 

”God . . . reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation”    –2 Cor. 5:18

K i n g d o m  M a t t e r s
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Christian Ashrams 
in Canada

Alpha Goes to Prison 

The bare feet of the 12 prisoners stung 
from the hot asphalt as they waited in the 
exercise yard of the Ottawa Carleton De-

tention Centre. One by one they climbed into 
the improvised baptismal tank – a Rubbermaid 
laundry tub on wheels.

“What would bring you 
to stand here?” asked Chap-
lain Carl Wake. “You have 
officers looking at you. You 
have your peers looking at 
you. You’re opening yourself 
up to ridicule and disgrace. 
Why are you here?”

The Alpha course is 
part of the answer to that 
question. Alpha is an in-
troduction to Christianity used worldwide 
in churches and also other places, including 
about 40 of Canada’s prisons. Of the 12 pris-
oners who stepped up that day in 2007, 10 
were Alpha participants. 

All of them declared their faith in Christ 
in response to the chaplain’s challenge. 
They offered a brief personal testimony and 
scrunched down for full immersion in the 
45 centimetres of water – all the water that 
prison officials would allow.

Today, Alpha courses have run for more 
than five years at the detention centre under 
the direction of Dave and Carol Atkins, Alpha 
for Prisons advisers, and their team of vol-
unteers. In June 2008 another 12 inmates 
were baptized.

Similar stories are taking place across the 
country. 

Jerry Kozak, Alpha for Prisons Adviser 
in Surrey, B.C., just finished his second 
Alpha course at the Surrey Pre-Trial Service 
Centre. He tells of a Muslim inmate who, 
halfway through the Alpha course, became 
a Christian. 

“The guards have noticed his change 
in attitude. He told me he was very hungry 
for the Word of God and can’t seem to get 
enough of it,” says Kozak.

Another inmate, incarcerated for acts 
of extreme violence, says: “Alpha is the 
best thing that ever happened to me. It has 
changed my life.” Several inmates wrote to 
the deputy warden letting him know how 
much the Alpha course helped them.

Shirley Barrow volunteers with Kozak. 
Her women’s Alpha course sees about 20 
women each week. She reports that she has 
seen many come to faith in Christ.

The Alpha course continues to be offered 
in churches, homes, universities, military bases 
and workplace settings across Canada. n

–Bill Bonikowsky/Alpha Canada

have taken place in North America 
since the 1930s. The United Christian 
Ashram Movement originated with 
the Methodist missionary evangelist E. 
Stanley Jones. He adapted the Indian 
practice of taking seekers apart from 
work for a time of spiritual instruc-
tion and renewal. Ashrams can include 
prayer vigils, a daily work hour, quiet 
time, daily share and prayer groups, 
morning watch, Communion and 
healing services. Silence is kept from 
11 p.m. until 7:30 a.m. morning de-
votions.

Hird explains that a Christian ash-

A time for spiritual instruction, renewal, prayer, healing and quiet times: The Atlantic 
Christian Ashram, a five-day retreat held each summer in Berwick, N.S.

Jerry Kozak

ram is a disciplined Christian experi-
ence held in a retreat setting for the 
purpose of deeper spiritual growth 
that makes God even more real in daily 
living. This provides a break from the 
hustle and bustle of everyday life and 
a move toward the grace and presence 
of Jesus Christ.

The Christian Ashram Movement 
extends throughout Canada, the 
United States and around the world. 
The largest in the world is the Atlantic 
Christian Ashram held in Nova Scotia 
with more than 800 people attending 
annually.            –Christina Crook

/ 11May /  June 2009 FaithToday
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K i n g d o m  M a t t e r s

One of Greg Gordon’s favourite 
quotes is from preacher Andrew 
Gee: “God’s time for revival is 

the very darkest hour.” It’s an apt choice 
for Gordon. At 16 Gordon ran away 
from home and became mired in drugs, 

•  A Faith Worth Believing, Living and Com-
mending by Dennis Ngien (Wipf & Stock, 
2008). Reflections on God, preaching, 

death, and Spirit-filled life 
by a professor of theology 
at Tyndale Seminary, To-
ronto.
•  We Preach Not Ourselves: 
Paul on Proclamation by Mi-
chael P. Knowles (Brazos, 
2008). McMaster Divinity 
College professor offers 
an insightful and practical 
discussion of preaching 
based on 2 Corinthians.
•  Ninety-Nine Windows: 
Reflections of a Reporter 
From Arabia to Africa and 
Other Roads Less Travelled 
(Epic/Essence, 2008). A 
compilation of columns 
by Canadian Christian 
journalist Thomas Froese. 
www.thomasfroese.com 
•  The Life and Thought 
of David Craig, Canadian 
Presbyterian Mission-
ary, 1937-2001 by Jason 
Zuidema (Clements Aca-
demic, 2008). Craig was 
an Ontario missionary 
who served in Nigeria and 

Quebec, especially in French Reformed 
evangelism and theological education.

Is a meaningful relationship with Christ still 
to be found in churches and within the 
walls of organized religion? Paul Vieira of 

Winnipeg, author of the self-published book 
Jesus Has Left the Building, thinks not. At least 
not for him and not for many other younger 
people who find something is missing from 
what he calls the institutional church.

Rick Hiemstra at The Evangelical Fellow-
ship of Canada says he’s seeing more books 
about people dropping out of church. As 
director of the EFC Centre for Research on 
Canadian Evangelicalism, he also knows 
the statistics about the “weakening of de-
nominational affiliation in Canada. In the 
2001 census, a large growth of people de-
scribed themselves as Christian, as opposed 

to naming a denomination. That tells you 
something.”

Vieira may be a typical example. An ac-
tive churchgoer from an early age, he was 
a worship leader at the age of 15. In 1988 
he created a monthly Saturday night service 
of worship and healing for youth in Win-
nipeg. Come to the Cross attracted up to 
700 young people a night.

But in 1992 Vieira felt God calling 
him “to take this stuff and do it outside 
the walls.” Around the same time the in-
novative service came to an abrupt end. 
It was bewildering, and Vieira tried other 
approaches to ministry in a painful search 
for God’s will for his life.

Jesus Has Left the Building came out of 
that search. And ever since its publication 
in 2006, Vieira has been on a journey that 

he likens to the exile of the 
Israelites. Vieira compares 
himself and others like him 
to the exiled Jewish youth 
Daniel, placed by God 
within the secular society 
to be messengers of God’s 
grace and love.

Vieira now works as the co-ordinator 
of an English program for newcomers to 
Canada at the University of Winnipeg. He 
has also joined a band called WHY and has 
created a series of 45-minute podcasts to 
provide an orientation to the first five books 
of the Old Testament. 

When asked what he does for church 
now, Vieira replies, “The truth is, my wife, 
my four kids and my close guy friends – this 
is my church.”

alcohol and criminal activity until sink-
ing to his knees one night in a desperate 
prayer for God’s help out of his “hell.” 

That was 13 years ago. After a prod-
igal return home, Gordon settled into 
school and then a job before quitting in 

Author Lives in Babylon

Recommended Resources From Online Sermons  to Revival
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2004 to launch his website sermonindex.
net. It offers free downloads of nearly 
17,000 sermons from preachers like 
George Whitfield, A. W. Tozer, Corrie 
Ten Boom and William Booth. 

“It’s strong, biblical preaching by 
Holy Spirit-filled men and women whom 
people don’t always hear week to week,” 
explains Gordon. 

Since 2007 his ministry scope has 
expanded to include organizing revivals 
– the first in Canton, Ohio, followed by 
two last year in Greenock, Scotland, and 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

Gordon believes the need and time for 
true revival comes when society is at its 
“most bankrupt” – and “right now Chris-
tianity is at its most hopeless state, going 
downhill faster than we can record.”

He acknowledges that revival may 
be a “dirty” word for some. That’s partly 
because of revivals that have ended in 
scandal, such as the one in Florida last 
year led by Canadian Todd Bentley. “Yes, 
we’re human, but the message should 
not be that sin is OK,” says Gordon.

A true revival, in fact, involves not 
only forgiveness but also the preceding 
repentance and restitution, Gordon 
says. “It’s not only saying sorry but also 

repenting the way of life and choosing 
to live differently.”

When Gordon was planning the na-
ture and tone of his revivals, he asked 
himself how it would look if Paul the 
Apostle were in charge. “And God said 
in my heart, ‘Do everything opposite to 
what you usually see.’ ” 

Each conference is free, sells no 
books or materials, offers equal podium 
time to both well-known and unknown 
speakers (all of whom pay their own 

way) and gathers no collection (with the 
exception of two that were immediately 
distributed by area churches to people 
in poverty). Attendees sing only simple, 
older hymns, which Gordon says even 
the young people find “worshipful.”

Gordon doesn’t claim to have a cor-
ner on the conference market or to know 
all the answers. This is only a “small 
piece of God’s plans.” His next confer-
ence is June 2-4, 2009, in Barnsdall, 
Oklahoma.  n             –Alex Newman

Vieira’s story is a challenge to the Church, 
says Hiemstra. “Christ calls us to unity with 
all Christians, not only the ones we have an 
affinity with. The Church is always a cultural 
expression, and we are seeing that a new cul-
tural expression is needed to meet a culture 
that has changed. The question is how can 
we incarnate the gospel for a new culture?” 

For some like Vieira, who have “discon-
nected from organized religion but not from 
Jesus,” the answer to that question may be 
too little and too late. 

His focus is reserved for his family (in-
cluding studying Scripture with his sons 
in twice weekly sessions he calls “Theol-
ogy With Dad”), his friends and doing the 
things he enjoys such as music. And so his 
life in Babylon continues. n      

–Mary Lou Harrison 

From Online Sermons  to Revival

Fireproof Hits Canada

The pro-marriage feature film Fireproof, released last Sep-
tember in American theatres, has unleashed a minor 
firestorm of its own. While most rave about it – with 

American audiences cheering at screenings and thousands of 
personal stories of change on the official website – others have 
been dismissive. Chat board comments range from “finally a 
movie that empowers people never to give up in their commit-
ments” to “absolutely horrifying” and “lame.” 

Gene Tempelmeyer, pastor of Toronto’s Spring Garden Bap-
tist Church, which screened the film in early April, admits he 
has low tolerance for “Christian cheese” but found the movie 
better than expected. 

The story follows a young couple who have drifted to the verge of divorce. Fire-
fighter Caleb Holt (Kirk Cameron) is courageous at work but not in marriage, while 
his wife Catherine (Erin Bethea) openly courts the attentions of a co-worker. 

Caleb’s father, John (Harris Malcolm), asks him to consider doing the Love 
Dare – 40 days of increasingly challenging love exercises. Caleb does, eventually 
understanding what it means to love unconditionally. 

Reportedly costing $500,000 to make – thanks to the volunteer cast and crew 
– the movie became the fourth bestseller in the United States its first weekend and 
had the largest box office takes of films released on 1,000 screens or less. In Canada, 
the movie was released in churches and media outlets. Life 100.3, a radio station in 
Barrie, Ont., purchased screening rights to show in area churches because the “tim-
ing was perfect,” says promotions manager Jen Taylor. “We hear more and more 
about marriages struggling.”

The response has been “bigger than expected,” Taylor adds. “We only planned 
on doing a few shows but [with] the demand … we wanted to make sure as many 
people as possible were able to see this movie.” They ended up with 15 screenings.

Centre St. Church in Calgary had a similar experience. Four viewings in March 
drew a total audience of 3,244, sold 422 copies of the movie, 700 books and 21 
Love Dare Bible study guides. 

 “The movie surprised me. Most of the time you think you’ve seen it all but 
this one hit home with its bluntness,” says Deb Mitchell, communications director 
for Centre St.

 “It dealt with two issues – relationships that develop in the workplace and 
Internet pornography – in a meaningful way,” says Tempelmeyer. “It was as if this 
couple were living out things that I keep seeing walk through my office door.”

But it’s the Love Dare study book – non-existent until the demand from the 
movie drove the producers to write it – that Tempelmeyer credits with improving 
marriages. “Because I’ve had couples doing the book for about a month, they have 
noticed temperature changes in their marriage.”

The book pre-sold 600,000 copies and currently sits at number 10 on amazon.
com. Both movie and book are being promoted on the Canadian Marriage and Family 
Network (www.cfmn.ca), whose mission is “to inspire and equip churches in Canada 
to transform marriages and families one congregation at a time.”n    –Alex Newman
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T h e  G a t h e r i n g  P l a c e

T
he meaning of human dignity and how it should 
be recognized and affirmed in Canadian society 
is back on the public agenda. The Supreme Court 
is currently considering arguments about how we 

regulate the creation and treatment of early human life. 
Canada adopted legislation governing genetic and repro-

ductive technologies in 2004. The Evangelical Fellowship of 
Canada made persuasive arguments for the protection of the 
sanctity of human life before parliamentary committees and 
provided resources for MPs and their staff. A wide array of 
Canadian voices contributed, and the resulting law provided 
national standards that are now being challenged.  

Quebec, joined by several other provinces, now contends 
the current national approach is unwarranted and provinces 
should be free to do what is right in their own eyes. 

It has been a while since the Supreme Court has addressed 
the issue of the sanctity of life head-on. In a 1993, case a 
majority of the Supreme Court concluded that the argument 
about whether one can end one’s own life “focuses on the gen-
erally held and deeply rooted belief in our society that human 
life is sacred or inviolable.” The “sanctity of human life” (they 
clarified they meant it in a secular sense) was recognized as 
one of those principles of fundamental justice that give shape 
to our laws in Canada. 

A key question is deciding when the principle applies. Does 
it extend back to conception or only pertain at some later point 
in human development? If the latter, then at what stage? Once 
we move beyond conception, the criterion used to determine 
when early human life is treated as human – and afforded full 
dignity and respect – has significant consequences. If it is a level 
of independence or capacity or belonging that enables one to 
qualify, what of those who at some point no longer meet the cri-
teria? Are they then no longer deserving of equal treatment?

In Canada we have said no to human cloning and to 
animal-human hybrids, no to experimentation on human 

A Matter of Human Dignity
B y  B r u c e  J .  C l e m e n g e r

embryos past 14 days of life and no to buying sperm, eggs 
and embryos. Our laws are still deficient yet they are better 
than the laws of most western democracies, and we were right 
to agree that these standards must apply nationwide.

When the commitment to human dignity at all stages of 
life is eroded, there are consequences. It is a principle that lies 
at the core of our understanding of self and other. 

The Christian belief that all humans are created in the 
image of God – and therefore have equal dignity – is a core 
principle of our world view. It means we are valued apart from 
our own estimation of our worth or the evaluation of others. 
It also affirms genuine humility and fosters a lens that defines 
care: we are all equally valued by God. When we get either 
wrong, we can cause immense harm over generations. 

The articles published in this issue of Faith Today on re-
conciliation show that, when the blood or nationality of one 
is understood to entail superiority or to grant privileges not 
afforded others, pain and even atrocities result. Such preju-
dices thwart a common commitment to human dignity and 
undermine the related obligation to establish new habits and 
change the behaviour that caused harm. In Canada, having 
offered an apology to Aboriginal Peoples, are we committed 
to changing our attitudes and behaviour toward them?

The affirmation of universal human dignity, of the sanctity 
of human life, has influenced social policy in Canada. If it 
were truly considered inviolable and fully adhered to, it would 
prompt changes in how we care for others, particularly those 
who are marginalized and vulnerable. Any diminishment will 
have consequences. 

In its 1993 decision, the Supreme Court recognized there 
might come a time when the sanctity of human life would no 
longer be widely shared and accepted and, thus, would no 
longer qualify as a principle of fundamental justice. Such a 
conclusion would be regressive for this principle challenges 
presumptions of privilege, entitlement and meritocracy. As 
Christians we must uphold human dignity at all stages of life 
in all that we do and continue to make appeals to all Can-
adians that the principle of the sanctity of human life be mani-
fest in our laws and our conduct toward others. 

Bruce J. Clemenger is the president of The Evangelical Fel-
lowship of Canada. Read more columns at www.evangelical 
fellowship.ca/clemenger.

Together for influence, impact and identity 
The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada is the national association of 
Evangelicals, gathered together for influence, impact and identity in ministry 
and public witness. Since 1964 the EFC has provided a national forum for 
Evangelicals and a constructive voice for biblical principles in life and society. 
Visit us at www.evangelicalfellowship.ca.

A Supreme Court case requires us to consider our commitment to the 
sanctity of human life. How dedicated are we to uphold its value?

http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/clemenger
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/clemenger
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It is the third largest 
country in Africa, 
but it probably ranks 
first in recent strug-

gles, challenges and body 
count. The Democratic 
Republic of the Congo 
(DRC), formerly known 
as Zaire (among other 
names), is home to one of 
the largest humanitarian 
crises in the world today. 
The resource-rich country 
is host to what is called 
by some experts “Africa’s 
world war.” That is be-
cause the death toll is so staggering. 

Aid agencies and outside observers esti-
mate that more than five million people have 
died in the past 10 years in a war that pits 
government forces, supported by Angola, Na-
mibia and Zimbabwe against rebels backed by 
Uganda and Rwanda. More than one million 
people have been displaced because of it. 

The United Nations is present in the 
DRC in record-breaking numbers along 
with countless aid groups (some of them 
Christian and Canadian). Mission des Na-
tions Unies en République Démocratique du 
Congo (MONUC) in the eastern part of the 
country is the largest UN peacekeeping force 
in the world. There have been glimpses of 
potential peace in the country, with two rebel 
groups even declaring an end to the war as re-

cently as January, but it 
is an elusive and fragile 
hope in a country with 
a troubled history.

The DRC was col-
onized by Belgium in 
the 19th century and 
gained its independence 
in 1960. Its colonial his-
tory includes a legacy of 
brutal civil punishment 
such as the severing of 
hands for the smallest 
infractions. A 2003 BBC 
documentary called 
Congo: White King, 

etc., Red Rubber, Black Death (available at 
amazon.ca) argues that King Leopold set – and 
then exceeded – the standard for brutality in 
colonization. Leopold made a fortune harvest-
ing wild rubber, and his brutal reign is blamed 
for the deaths of at least 10 million people. The 
documentary includes this quote from a mis-
sionary who served during Leopold’s reign: “I 
was so moved, Your Excellency, by the people’s 
stories that I took the liberty of promising them 
that in future you will only kill them for crimes 
they commit.” 

Observers of the country say that what 
Leopold started, subsequent rulers have con-
tinued. After independence, the DRC almost 
immediately faced an army mutiny that ended 
in the death of its prime minister. Army chief 
Joseph Mobutu seized power, renamed the 
country Zaire and began his own reign of 
terror. In 1997 Rwanda invaded Zaire to cap-
ture extremist Hutu militias who had fled 
from their own country. Experts say that in 
so doing they strengthened anti-Mobutu re-
bels who then overtook the capital Kinshasa, 
made Laurent Kabila president and gave the 
country its current name. A new period of 
war and terror came along with a new name 
and a new government, resulting in the on-
going civil war and the death toll that has 
finally caught the world’s attention. 

Karen Stiller is associate editor of Faith Today.

G l o b a l  V i l l a g e

The Democratic Republic of the Congo (formerly Zaire)
B y  K a r e n  S t i l l e r

Just the Facts
Full name: Democratic Republic of 
the Congo 
Population: 64.7 million (UN, 
2008) 
Internet Users: 230,400 
Capital: Kinshasa 
Area: 2.34 million sq km (905,354 
sq miles) 
Major languages: French, Lingala, 
Kiswahili, Kikongo, Tshiluba 
Major religions: Christianity, Islam 
Life expectancy: 45 years (men), 48 
years (women) (UN) 

On Our Knees
•	Pray that the peace that has 

seemed so elusive to the DRC will 
have a chance to grow strong. 

•	Pray that the Church in the DRC 
will be a voice for reason, for calm, 
for healing and for hope.

•	Pray for the children who are 
the most vulnerable to war and 
displacement. An estimated 
680,000 have been orphaned by 
HIV and AIDS. Thousands have 
been forced to fight. Malnutrition 
is high.

•	Pray for protection for girls and 
women who suffer under one of 
the highest rates of rape and sexual 
abuse in the world. Rape has been 
called a weapon of war in the DRC. 
Pray that God’s mercy and light will 
shine through this terrible darkness. 

•	 If you feel led to act, you can visit 
www.amnesty.ca/take_action/
actions/drc_rape_women.php for 
instructions on how to write let-
ters of protest to the DRC govern-
ment about the systematic rape of 
women in that country. You can 
also write Canadian government  
leaders asking them to continue 
their development assistance to 
the DRC.

Canadian Connections
• 	Canadians sponsor 21,625 children in the south and 

west of the DRC through World Vision development 
programs. WV has also been working in the conflict-
plagued eastern region since 1993.

• 	Canadians Foodgrains Bank has four current proj-
cts in the DRC, including delivery of seeds, tools 
and 2,013 tonnes of emergency food (enough for 
15,750 people). 

See a more detailed version 
of this article at 

www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/
globalvillage   

http://amazon.ca
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/globalvillage
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/globalvillage
http://www.amnesty.ca/take_action/actions/drc_rape_women.php
http://www.amnesty.ca/take_action/actions/drc_rape_women.php
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N e w s  F r o m

The planned bus advertising cam-
paign addressed by Bruce J. Clem-
enger, president of the EFC, in last 

issue’s Faith Today editorial continued 
to garner public attention this spring.

The Freethought Association of Can-
ada announced in mid-January it was 
raising funds to sponsor ads similar to 
those that appeared recently on the sides 
of buses in London, England and Wash-
ington, D.C. The ads say: “THERE’S 
PROBABLY NO GOD. NOW STOP 
WORRYING AND ENJOY YOUR 
LIFE.”

Christian groups that have been 
advertising on buses and billboards for 
many years welcomed the possibility. 

Bus Stop Bible Studies is a Scar-
borough, Ont., ministry affiliated with 
the EFC. It has 600 ads in play, mainly 
inside public transit buses. Each ad in-
cludes a quote from the Good News 
Bible, followed by several thought-
provoking questions. 

The ministry and its founder, David 
Harrison, were profiled in Faith Today 
in Jul/Aug 2008.

Alpha Canada, another EFC affili-
ate, issued a news release welcoming 
the advertising as a way of encourag-
ing public discussion.

The EFC’s Don Hutchinson ad-
dressed the issue at length on Talk Ot-
tawa. Watch the video at www.evangel 
icalfellowship.ca/issues.

COURTS AND GOVERNMENT
Human Cloning at Supreme Court
The EFC contributed a 10-page legal 
argument to the Supreme Court of Can-
ada in a major reproductive technolo-
gies case. The EFC supports the need 
for federal regulation of assisted human 
reproduction technologies and related 
experimentation, contrary to the chal-
lenge by the Government of Quebec 
that each province should set its own 
rules. The case was set for April 24.

Trafficking Issue Heats Up
The EFC has publicly endorsed a private 
member’s bill introduced by MP Joy 
Smith. Bill C-268 proposes mandatory 
minimum sentences for trafficking chil-
dren (under age 18). The EFC released a 
report in April that reviews connections 
between human trafficking and major 
international events. It recommends ac-
tion governments can take to prepare for 
the 2010 Vancouver Olympic Games 
and beyond. It’s available at www.evan-
gelicalfellowship.ca/issues.

Evangelicals Fit for Government?
A variety of groups made public ob-
jections to the recent appointment of 
Douglas Cryer, the EFC’s former direc-
tor of public policy, to Canada’s Immi-
gration Review Board (IRB). In light of 
Cryer’s earlier advocacy work, several 
pro-homosexual individuals in particu-
lar worried aloud whether Cryer would 
be able to offer fair and reasoned assess-
ment of homosexual applicants.

The EFC’s Don Hutchinson ad-
dressed the issue recently in a col-
umn at www.christianity.ca. “Would 
an atheist be a better adjudicator of 
Christian applicants?” asked Hutchin-
son. “The IRB is composed of people 
of many cultures and faiths, including 
Christians who by reason of the basic 
tenets of the Christian faith are inclined 
to respect the opinions of others and 
care for their needs.” 

Hutchinson’s column also pointed 
out that criticizing politicians because 
of their religious affiliation, as recently 
occurred with Gary Goodyear, the fed-
eral minister of science and technology, 
is unhelpful and inappropriate. “There 
are Christians on all sides of Parlia-
ment. Christians have served as cabinet 
ministers and as prime ministers. Chris-
tian service has added, and still adds, 
important value to public policy debate 
and development,” writes Hutchinson, 
who is an EFC vice-president and dir-
ector of the EFC Centre for Faith and 
Public Life.

COMING EVENTS
Details at www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/events or call 1-866-302-3362

• 	Celebration 2009. Plan a local event expressing the love of Jesus in a visible way between 
May 31 and June 14, 2009, at the same time as many other Christians across Canada. Order 
the free promo DVD That They May See Jesus for outreach ideas and related inspirational 
teaching at 1-866-302-3362 (local 905-479-5885) ext. 236.

• 	Global Day of Prayer, Pentecost, May 31. This event, one of many ways to celebrate 
Pentecost, drew millions of participants in 214 nations last year. All Canadian municipalities 
holding GDOP events are listed at www.gdopcanada.com. GDOP, which began in South 
Africa in 2001, encourages groups to observe 10 days of preparation prayer before Pentecost 
and 90 “days of blessing,” including community service projects, afterwards.

• A World Vision spring forum, The Face of Poverty in Canada, is well underway. Church 
leaders in Hamilton, Vancouver and Calgary have already come together to learn about 
and discuss critical issues concerning local poverty. Dates for May and June include Halifax, 
Montreal, Winnipeg and Toronto.

• 	Canadian National House Church Conference. Keynote speaker Frank Viola addresses 
the dream of organic Christianity. Viola is author of Pagan Christianity, Reimagining Church 
and other books. June 26-27, Newmarket, Ont. Visit www.starfishnetworkconference.org.

• 	EFC Christian Leaders Connection. New season of one-day leadership seminars on cur-
rent Canadian trends, legislation and events that affect local congregations. Presenters 
include EFC president Bruce J. Clemenger on the theme “Being Evangelical in a Complex 
World: Stats, Facts and Trends.” Visit the website for fall dates in Manitoba, Ontario and 
British Columbia.

Atheist Ads Prompt Faith Discussion

http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/events
http://www.gdopcanada.com
http://www.starfishnetworkconference.org
http://www.christianity.ca
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/issues
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/issues
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/issues
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/issues
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GLOBAL ISSUES
Call for Prayer for Sri Lanka
Organizations that watch worldwide re-
ligious freedom launched a global cam-
paign calling for prayer for Sri Lanka, an 
Asian country in the midst of a civil war. 

The “Toronto Statement” made by 
the Religious Liberty Partnership was 
prepared at a major conference attended 
by EFC representatives in Toronto in 
March. The partnership is the world’s 
newest and largest group of religious 
liberty organizations. Members include 
Open Doors International (Holland), 
Christian Solidarity Worldwide (United 
Kingdom), The Voice of the Martyrs 
(Canada), HMK (Switzerland) and the 
Religious Liberty Commission of World 
Evangelical Alliance (representing 128 
countries). 

The Toronto Statement notes some 
positive elements in Sri Lanka, including 
the role the church is playing, but ex-
presses deep concern about the ways in 
which humanitarian efforts are currently 
being handled. It calls on the worldwide 
Church to pray for the religious rights of 
all Sri Lankans and to support peace ef-
forts. Details at persecution.net/weblog.
htm and www.worldevangelicals.org.

India and Vietnam
The EFC Religious Liberty Commission 
released two reports this spring, one on 
India and another on Vietnam. Faith 
and Freedom Collide in India: A Report 
on the Rise of Recent Violence Against 
Christians in Orissa and Other Indian 
States is a 25-page document that looks 
closely at the recent escalation of ten-

EFC Ambassador in Thunder Bay
The EFC is seeking volunteer ambassadors for various regions across Canada, and 
now it has one in Thunder Bay, Ont. Scott Beange will seek to grow the EFC’s affiliate 
and support base in the greater Thunder Bay area and beyond. He can be reached at 
beanges@efc-canada.com or 807-629-0701. 

Beange is a retired employee of the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources who 
has lived in Toronto, Mindemoya (Manitoulin Island) and Espanola. Over a 15-year 
period he, his wife, Joanne, and three children have been involved in short-term 
missions to 15 countries. He has also visited Israel twice.

Beange remembers asking Jesus Christ to forgive his sins and be his Lord and 
Saviour one hot summer evening in 1969 while a student working in Manitouwadge, 
Ont. At present, he and Joanne attend Fort William Baptist Church. n
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sions between Hindus and Christians. 
Religious Freedom in Vietnam: Wel-
come Progress With Notable Excep-
tions is a 10-page update on internal 
church developments and government 
policy developments from 2008 and 
early 2009. Both reports are available 
at www.evangelicalfellowship.ca.

EFC AFFILIATE NEWS
Best Christian Workplaces
The Best Christian Places to Work in 
Canada program recently announced its 
finalists for 2009. The program is offered 
by the Canadian Council of Christian 
Charities each fall and administered by 
the Best Christian Workplace Institute.

The program celebrates excellence 
and helps improve Christian work-
places. Organizations that scored at least 
4.0 out of 5.0 on the survey as a whole 
included: Canadian Conference Men-
nonite Brethren Churches, B.C.; Centre 
Street Church, Alta.; Linden Christian 
School, Man.; Medeba Adventure Learn-
ing Centre, Ont.; Partners International 
Canada, Ont.; Power to Change Min-
istries (formerly Campus Crusade for 
Christ), B.C.; and Waterloo Mennonite 
Brethren Church, Ont.

The survey covers job satisfaction, 
organizational commitment, Christian 
witness, supervisory effectiveness, work 
satisfaction, personal growth and de-
velopment, management effectiveness, 
customer/supporter satisfaction, team-
work, communications, pay and benefits. 
Details at www.cccc.org/workplace.

The EFC has been a finalist twice but 
did not enter this year.

http://www.worldevangelicals.org
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca
http://www.cccc.org/workplace
mailto:beanges@efc-canada.com
mailto:wellerr@efc-canada.com
http://www.faithtoday.ca
http://www.persecution.net/weblog.htm
http://www.persecution.net/weblog.htm
https://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/NetCommunity/SSLPage.aspx?pid=1243
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S
arah is a deep thinker. She wishes she could just ac-
cept things on the surface, but she can’t. A theo-
logical question about God’s sovereignty began to 
haunt her in her early 20s. She took her 
question to the spiritual experts avail-

able: her pastor and a local “Bible Answer” radio 
personality. They both told her it was arrogant 
to question God. But she found it difficult to be 
dishonest with God. So she stopped talking to 
God altogether.

Jenny grew up in the church and laughs 
that she’s saving her “rebellious phase” for her 
upcoming 40s. She’s had many faith-building 
encounters with God and loves to share them. 
What is harder for Jenny to talk about is the long, 
dark season after her first pregnancy when she 
had a colicky baby and a whopping case of post-
partum depression. 

Worse, she had an agonizing sense of being 
cut off from God. For several months she begged God to break 
through the haze of her exhaustion and hormonal desperation 
with some reassurance of His love. The breakthrough didn’t 
happen. Gradually, she stopped feeling so desperate. But she 
also felt a little abandoned. Even now, when others testify 
about the times God met them in an hour of need, Jenny’s 
eyes well up with tears.

Richard was a minister but he’s not anymore. When a bridge 
collapsed unexpectedly in his small maritime town, so did his 
faith. His teenage son was on that bridge and drowned. After 
that, Richard couldn’t think of anything to preach about.

I’ve believed in Jesus since I was old enough to believe 
in anything. I can barely imagine a world or a life without 
God. And yet, now and then, I find myself sitting in a church 
service suddenly struck by the thought that perhaps the whole 
thing – faith in a personal, knowable God and all the creeds 
and prayers and the relationship that follow – is only a lovely 
dream, a benign fabrication that gives meaning to an otherwise 
achingly futile human existence. I refute these ideas as quickly 

as I can but I’m troubled by the fact that even now, after all 
these years of discipleship, such thoughts are possible.

I have questions about … doubt.
My research on doubt is informal. I’ve simply listened to 

my own heart and the half-whispered confessions of other 
pilgrims. But I’ve become convinced that most Christians ex-
perience doubt at least now and then. There are exceptions, 
beautiful ones, of believers who seem never to falter. I often 
wonder (as I fight back my envy) if perhaps they have received 
the particular spiritual gift of “faith” the Apostle Paul says has 
been given to some (1 Corinthians 12:9). 

Whatever the explanation, these unflappable Christians 
seem to be the exceptions who prove the rule. The rest of 
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”God wants us to wrestle with Him”

Doubt is a much maligned 

reality of a living faith. If you 

have it, don’t despair – most 

of the people in the Bible 

were ”a questioning lot” 

writes Carolyn Arends, 

an evangelical author and 

award-winning musician 

from Coquitlam, B.C.

By Carolyn Arends
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us eventually (or periodically) run into some set of variables 
– tragic circumstances, theological quandaries, physical or 
mental illnesses, or our own reflective temperaments – that 
leave questions welling up inside us. 

We must determine, it seems to me, if doubt is always 
destructive or if it is potentially helpful. Are doubts the enemy 
of faith or, as American author Frederick Buechner puts it, 
“the ants in the pants of faith,” the very things that keep faith 
“alive and moving”?

The Bible encourages us to move toward faith and away 
from doubt. And yet, the “Hall of Fame” believers held up as 
examples in Hebrews 11 were almost unanimously a question-
ing lot. The point seems less that they never doubted and more 

that they came to God with their doubts. Some of them argued 
with or even hollered at God. But they didn’t walk away. 

My favourite example is Jacob. Genesis 32 describes a 
mysterious encounter with a stranger whom Jacob eventu-
ally understands to be God Himself. Jacob wrestles with God 
all night long and tells Him “I will not let You go until You 
bless me.” 

In the morning Jacob gets his blessing and a new name: 
“Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel [‘God-Wres-
tler’], because you have struggled with God and with human 
beings and have overcome” (Genesis 32:28). 

Imagine that. God names not only Jacob but also His peo-
ple, His nation, His church: Israel. God-wrestlers. It seems God 

The Benefit of Doubt
”God wants us to wrestle with Him”
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wants us to wrestle with Him, to fight for Him, to grapple 
with the Mystery, to hold on tight and refuse to let go.

The more I read the Bible, the more I am convinced 
that God has empathy for our situation. I 
don’t think our doubts offend God. But I do 
think He is concerned when we swallow our 
doubt, when we pretend He is not beyond 
our understanding and when we attempt to 
hide our true feelings from Him (as if we ever 
could!).

So how do we let doubt be a fire that re-
fines faith rather than consumes it? In my own 
experience, the following four principles have 
been extremely helpful.

Expect Some Turbulence
The other day I grabbed a cup of water from the 
kitchen table. It turned out it was not my water 
but my daughter’s lemonade. I like lemonade, but the tart 
flavour was so unexpected I did a classic cartoon “spit-take.” 
Expectations are powerful.

Many Christians expect a doubt-free walk with God. 
When trouble comes, we must contend with not only the ques-
tions themselves but also with the stress and shame at having 
the questions at all. Our panic will be significantly minimized 

if we understand that the ma-
jority of believers who have 
gone before us (from bibli-
cal heroes and Early Church 
Fathers to more recent saints 
like Henri Nouwen and even 
Mother Teresa) have encoun-
tered seasons of doubt.

I suspect a great num-
ber of Christians discover as 
they journey with God that 
the more they believe (the 
more they perceive of God) 
the more doubt springs up as 
a natural response to the gap 
between what is and what is 
understood. 

To have real faith – faith 
that hopes for things that are 
not yet seen – we have to be 
confronted at least occasion-
ally with a keen and painful 
awareness of just how unseen 
some of those things are. That 
awareness often manifests it-
self as doubt.

The author of Ecclesiastes claims “I have seen the burden 
God has laid on the human race. He has made everything 
beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human 

heart; yet no one can fathom what God has 
done from beginning to end.” 

The Bible is wonderfully candid when it 
refers to this incredibly good news (that we 
bear something of the eternal right at the deep-
est part of who we are) as a burden. The truth 
is, if we flesh-and-bone, finite creatures really 
do house something infinite, we can expect to 
feel at odds with ourselves a good deal of the 
time. Accepting that tension can go a long way 
toward helping us do something constructive 
with our doubt.

Don’t Forget to Remember
Every time I hold a friend’s new baby, I’m 

shocked by how much I’ve forgotten about my own kids’ 
infancies. When they were tiny, I thought every precious (and 
not-so-precious) detail would be etched in my mind forever. 
Now I can barely recall what they looked like back then. If 
we don’t actively remember things – by writing them down, 
taking pictures, and telling and retelling stories about them 
– we forget.

You’d think it would be easy to remember our spiritual 
epiphanies – answered prayers, Holy Spirit insights and 
touches of God through circumstances or special perceptions 
of His presence. In reality, spiritual encounters are particu-
larly difficult to recall precisely because they belong to another 
realm that seems to vaporize when we get bogged down in our 
material existence. 

The Old Testament prophets understood this problem. 
They had a habit of marking milestone moments with rocks 
and altars (they called them ebenezers) so that later, when 
it all seemed like a hazy dream, they could go back and 
touch something tangible and remember what God had 
done for them. 

It is critical that we do the same. Journal. Write a song. 
Tell a friend. Take a picture. Read the stories of other believers 
as a way of accessing the collective memory of the Church. 
Memorize Scripture. Remember.

Focus on the Who Question
Slowly, I am coming to accept the fact that if God is really 
God, and I’m really not God, it only makes sense that there 
are aspects of Him that are beyond me. This awareness allows 
me to see mysteries that once threatened my faith as actual 
grounds for belief. 

At the same time, there is much that God has chosen 
to reveal about Himself – through creation, through His 

Many Christians 
expect a doubt-free 

walk with God. 
When trouble comes, 

we must contend 
with not only the 

questions themselves 
but also with the
stress and shame 

at having the 
questions at all
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Word, through the faith community and, most wonderfully, 
through Jesus. 

We often don’t have answers to so many of our questions. 
Why does God seem to intervene in some situations and not 
in others? When will there be ultimate justice? How 
will God bring it about? But we always have the an-
swer to the Who question. If we wonder who God is, 
if we need to know if God truly is about justice and 
mercy and a love for us that cannot be exhausted, we 
only have to look at Jesus to get our answer.

Knowing who Jesus is allows us to trust God’s 
character even when our present emotions or cir-
cumstances lead us in other directions.

Don’t Stop the Conversation
Pray. Even when you seem to be talking into the 
void. Even when you have no words. Pray.

One of my favourite prayers is recorded in the Gospel 
of Mark. A father brings his very ill son to Jesus for healing. 
He pours out his heart to the Healer, crying, “If you can do 
anything, take pity on us and help us.”

“ ‘If you can’ ” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for one 
who believes.”

I imagine the father standing there in the middle of the 
chaos – his epileptic boy twitching on the ground, the voices of 
others crying out for healing, the crush of hundreds of people 
jostling for position – and sensing that this is the defining mo-

ment of his life. He swallows hard. “I do believe,” 
he says. And then he adds instinctively, “Help me 
overcome my unbelief!”

The father is too desperate for charades. He 
comes to Jesus believing just enough to trust that 
Jesus will help him with his unbelief. And that, 
it turns out, is enough faith to move the heart of 
God.

I will not let You go until You bless me.
I do believe; help my unbelief.
These are prayers God blesses – the prayers of 

honest people who understand that doubt is some-
times normal and that faith is worth fighting for.  

Carolyn Arends is the author of Wrestling With Angels (Harvest 
House, 2008) and a recording artist whose nine albums (the most 
recent being Pollyanna’s Attic) have earned two Dove awards 
and three Juno nominations.
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promotes religious freedom and assists 
those enduring persecution. 

“Judicial processes, unless they have 
restorative elements, can often amplify 
divisions by defining individuals as ei-
ther victims or perpetrators, making it 
harder for reconciliation to take place,” 
she says. 

The best way forward for rebuilding 
lives after something like genocide “is 

to move away from a strict 
focus on punishment and 
toward a framework that 
values community, listen-
ing, truth telling and the 
personhood of everyone 
involved.” 

The resulting openness 
allows for “expression of 
pain and anger, and the 
opportunity for true apol-

ogy, forgiveness and healing.”
But it’s a slow process and listening 

to each other is the first step. In the year 
leading up to South Africa’s historic 
1994 elections, Cassidy organized six 
dialogue weekends, inviting to each one 
15 to 20 politicians“ranging from the 
farthest right to the farthest left – serious 
political enemies at a time of dreadful 
political tension.” After sitting them 
down together for a meal, he asked 
they do three things: share their auto-
biographies, share their vision for a new 
South Africa and share the steps they felt 
needed to be taken to reach that.

In all, 96 community leaders at-
tended, and the results were startling. 
“As each person talked about them-

T here’s not a person alive who 
hasn’t experienced some form 
of brokenness – from failed 
marriages to alientated siblings 

to political chaos. Trying to heal these 
rifts, especially when long-standing 
grievances held by sworn enemies get 
in the way, might seem impossible. 

But for Christians, “reconciliation 
is an obligation within the gospel,” 
declares Michael Cassidy, 
founder of African Enter-
prise (www.aeinternational.
org). “It’s a ministry that 
God has uniquely commit-
ted to us His people, not to 
the military, government, 
academia or any other sec-
tor. In 2 Corinthians 5, Paul 
talks about reconciliation 
– vertically with God and 
horizontally with each other.” 

After the genocide in Rwanda, Cas-
sidy once preached in a Rwandan prison 
to “people who had killed upwards of 
200 to 300.” When asked who wanted 
to respond to Christ, most said yes. He 
then invited several of his colleagues to 
the front – black, white, Chinese, Hutu, 
Tutsi – and told the crowd, “If you are 
willing to come to Jesus, you must be 
serious about coming to the world of 
relationships.”

It’s this restoring of relationships – 
and not retribution for past wrongs – 
that defines reconciliation, says Anne 
Brandner, a Canadian who directs the 
operations of Global Peace Initiative 
(www.thegpi.com), a foundation that 

selves, in the eyes of their opponents they 
suddenly became humanized and under-
stood,” Cassidy recounts. “They began 
to see each other not as enemies but as 
people facing a common problem.” 

Cassidy still views that event as a 
miracle despite South Africa’s recent 
political turmoil. “Yes, there’s inverted 
racism with a lot of blacks who feel 
they’re scoring points against whites. 
But I keep reminding whites we must 
not throw away that miracle.”

In the Middle East, too, concerted 
reconciliation efforts are making some 
inroads. Salim Munayer is director 
of Musalaha (www.musalaha.org), a 
non-profit organization that aims to 
promote peace between Israelis and 
Palestinians by empowering “commun-
ity leaders to initiate reconciliation at a 
grassroots level.”

How that’s achieved is by inviting 
people from a variety of congregations 
to the desert for four days of riding cam-
els, driving jeeps and hiking. Faced with 
challenges of sun, heat, dust, thirst and 
primitive conditions, the whole group is 
brought closer together on a level not 
possible in a hotel or meeting room, Mu-
nayer says.

As Munayer explains it, for two dif-
ferent groups living “in such close prox-
imity, co-operation, reconciliation and 
relationships are essential.” But the pol-
itical process has failed to bring about 
the “change of heart” necessary for this, 
so it has been up to small groups of Pal-
estinian Christians and Messianic Jews 
to lead the way.

When you 
attempt to 
be a bridge 

between people, 
you must prepare 
to get walked on. 

– Michael Cassidy
n   n   n   n   n  

Evangelicals Contribute to Reconciliation Around the World
Christians who have worked in trouble spots around the world – South Africa, 
Northern Ireland, Palestine and beyond – reflect on what it’s like to try to en-
courage healing and to build bridges between enemies                            n   By Alex Newman

http://www.thegpi.com
http://www.musalaha.org
http://www.aeinternational.org
http://www.aeinternational.org
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Though by no means “immune to 
the conflict” because of their ethni-
city, these Christians are committed 
to reconciliation because of the Cross, 
Munayer says.  The Cross “rejects the 
dehumanizing and demonizing” at the 

heart of breakdown and “forces us to 
see our own contribution. It also over-
turns thoughts of revenge because judg-
ment is God’s. Freedom from focusing 
on hatred is the first step in breaking the 
cycle of retaliation.” 

But the steps getting there are hard 
and require patience. Meetings start 
with hesitation and a need for encour-
agement. Usually Israelis are caught 
by surprise at the depth of Palestinian 
grievances, resulting in two reactions: 

Missionary Laura Ward enjoys playing with children in Rwanda: Africa is not only difficult to understand but also difficult to address. 

Evangelicals Contribute to Reconciliation Around the World
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entry Cathedral’s Centre for Reconcili-
ation (www.coventrycathedral.org.uk), 
admits the church in Northern Ireland 

has some “responsibility 
for that aspect of history 
it helped stoke.” But he 
feels it now has a different, 
though no less responsible, 
role to fill: that of speaking 
in the public square against 
violence.

During The Troubles, as 
the Irish conflict is referred 
to, Porter says the churches 

were at the heart of every major peace 
initiative and contributed “some of the 
most innovative dialogue.” Roman 
Catholic priest Alec Reid, for example, 
pushed the constitution forward while 
Presbyterian minister Roy Magee bro-
kered the loyalists’ ceasefire. Magee be-
lieved in “direct contact with the bomb-
ers and gunmen, believing it would lead 
to peace,” Porter says.

That faith – particularly Christian – 

sometime hopelessness and withdrawal 
but, in other cases, a willingness to go 
forward by recognizing their role in the 
lead-up to the conflict and 
a desire to search for ways 
to restore right relation-
ships.

Though Northern Ire-
land has been out of the 
media spotlight for many 
years – and most people 
never want to go back to 
the past – the potential for 
conflict is still there. The 
perception that Ireland was a religious 
struggle is not true, says David Porter, 
who was active in peace initiatives there 
in the late 1980s and early 1990. “The 
conflict has always been more about na-
tional identity than religion,” he says. 
“If you understand history – and the 
close ties of religion and politics – it’s 
not hard to see how the real issue of na-
tional identity got linked to religion.”

Porter, who is now director of Cov-

should be at the forefront of reconcilia-
tion makes sense to Murray Cornelius, 
missions director for The Pentecostal 
Assemblies of Canada (www.paoc.org). 
The problem is sin – “Romans says we 
exchange the truth for a lie and we are 
given over to the tendencies of self that 
will always divide” – so the solution 
must be salvation.

“Reconciliation apart from the work 
of Jesus is always going to fail,” Cornel-
ius says, “because reconciliation is pri-
marily the work of God who reconciles 
all things to himself … the church brings 
opportunities to forgive and lament that 
you don’t find in secular attempts.”

It’s certainly what veteran CBC 
journalist Brian Stewart saw in 40 years 
covering conflict zones. Addressing the 
2004 graduating class at Knox College, 
Toronto, he said he was never able to 
“reach the front lines without finding 
Christian volunteers already in the thick 
of it, mobilizing 
congregations that 

During 
The Troubles, 

as the Irish conflict 
is referred to . . . 
churches were 

at the heart 
of every major 
peace initiative

n   n   n   n   n  
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When hurt damages a relationship, a simple “I 
forgive you” is unlikely to fix everything. Dr. Wanda 
Malcolm outlines the elements that contribute to 
a successful reconciliation process.
By Wanda Malcolm

The heart of the good news of the gospel is that faith in Jesus’ 
life, death and resurrection restores us to a right relation-
ship with God. Those who welcome the good news are 

called to embody that reconciling love and grace to those around 
them in order that the whole world may be reconciled to Him.

Unfortunately, repairing a relationship damaged by interpersonal 
hurt usually takes more than simply deciding to forgive and saying 
the words “I forgive you,” even when both parties want healing.

When we have been hurt by someone we trusted, we have to 
care enough to work toward a more fully realized forgiveness. This 
can be represented by the acronym I CARE: Identify, Cultivate, 
Accept, Relinquish, Experience.

Fully realized forgiveness requires that those who have been 
hurt figure out the core of what they hold against the person who 
hurt them – that they identify and find words to describe what 

Repairing a Broken Relationship
was hurtful and exactly what needs to be 
forgiven. How personal this is became clear 
to me as I worked with a client. She told me: 
“As hard as it was to forgive my husband for 
having an affair, it was harder still to forgive 
him for being impatient about how much 
time I needed to grieve the loss of trust I 
had taken for granted before the affair.”

A deeply hurt person will have to culti-
vate compassionate understanding of the 
offender. Forgiveness also requires that the hurt person accept 
what happened and stop fighting against the unfairness of it.

Paradoxically, achieving greater understanding and accept-
ance can lead to the realization that safety and trust are impossible 
in a particular relationship. A man who comes to understand his 
father’s rage may forgive his father for the abuse he endured as a 
child but, if the father continues to give in to hurtful rage, the son 
may have to give up the hope that his father will some day give 
him the steadfast love and affirmation he longs for.

Understanding and acceptance allow the hurt person to 
relinquish any sense of entitlement to hold a grudge, seek re-
venge or demand an apology – and instead find the grace to 
want what is best for the injurer. Often the only way to do this is 
to experience (often more intensely and for much longer than is 
comfortable) the anger, pain, sadness and possibly shame that 
comes with being hurt by someone we trusted. 

Wanda Malcolm

http://www.coventrycathedral.org.uk
http://www.paoc.org
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care and being a faithful witness to truth 
–  the primary light in the darkness and, 
so often, the only light.”

It was such a common occurrence 
that Stewart’s veteran cameraman, Mike 
Sweeny, once “sighed in exasperation: 
‘Do you think you could ever get us to 
a story, somewhere, anywhere where 
those Christians aren’t there first!’ ”

U.K. writer Matthew Parris, born 
and raised in what is now Malawi, ob-
serves: “Christians, black and white, 
working in Africa do heal the sick, do 
teach people to read and write. . . . When-
ever we entered a territory worked by 
missionaries, we had to acknowledge 
that something changed in the faces 
of the people we passed and spoke to: 
something in their eyes, the way they ap-
proached you directly without looking 
down or away.” 

Although an outspoken atheist – la-
menting “that salvation is part of the 
package” – Parris admits that Africa 
needs God and that removing “Chris-

tian evangelism from the 
African equation may 
leave the continent at the 
mercy of a malign fusion 
of Nike, the witch doctor, 
the mobile phone and the 
machete.”

Cornelius, who also 
grew up in Africa – Kenya, 
then Zimbabwe and Zam-
bia – says the Church had 
to provide the social net 
because “African governments have 
never been able to.”

Assuming the responsibility of 
“providing for widows and orphans” 
not only earned the Church the right to 
speak but also the expectation it would 
call governments to the carpet. “The 
Church in Africa is a very large organ-
ization, and the people know that its 
voice carries weight and is heard.”

But reconciliation work isn’t for the 
faint of heart. Porter, currently chair of  
the board of the Evangelical Alliance 

U.K., remembers “a lot 
of late night meetings in 
small rooms in not very 
comfortable parts of the 
city. Those who criticized 
us for reaching out to the 
paramilitary never real-
ized how hard it was to 
sit in a room with people 
you knew had terrorized 
and killed in your neigh-
bourhood. When Jesus 

said love your enemy – and that it’s hard 
to do – he knew what he was talking 
about.” 

Or as Cassidy puts it, “When you 
attempt to be a bridge between people, 
you must prepare to get walked on.”

And the work isn’t over when peace 
talks are done. Striking at the roots of 
conflict – deprivation, poverty, lack of 
housing, high infant mortality rates, 
fractured communities – is the only 
long-term solution, says Laura Ward, 
strategic program officer for The Shar-

Strangely enough, when we have been hurt, the way to pass 
through to the other side of suffering is to pay attention to and 
absorb how profoundly wounded we feel. This process can often 
transform the legitimately distressing negative feelings we feel for 
the person who hurt us into feelings of compassion and care. 

Many descriptions of forgiveness would stop here, but we know 
from our own experience of salvation that being made right with God 
depends on our seeking His forgiveness. Similarly, for reconciliation 
between two people to mirror what happens in the divine trans-
action, the offender must go through a process that corresponds to 
and interweaves with the work of the one offering forgiveness. 

The wrongdoer carries a burden of responsibility. Putting 
down that burden involves seven elements represented by the 
acronym I CARRY: Identify, Confess, Accept, Regret, Re-
spond, Yield. 

The wrongdoer must identify and name what he or she has 
done wrong and then confess that to the injured parties. (If a hurt 
person confronts the wrongdoer, confession usually consists of 
the offender acknowledging the wrongdoing.) Confession does 
not require grovelling or humiliation; it means a wrongdoer ac-
cepts responsibility for his or her actions, even if the actions were 
not intended to be hurtful. Accepting the consequences of these 
actions can be a truly painful task if the wrongdoer has caused 
profound hurt or irreparable harm. When acceptance of respons-
ibility is sincere, people feel intense regret, and it is regret that 
enables them to respond with non-defensive compassion – really 

hearing and receiving the other person’s words of anger, pain 
and sadness without offering self-serving explanations, reasons 
or excuses for their behaviour.

If these steps were all a repentant offender could do, that 
person would be left in a desperate place – at the mercy of those 
who were hurt, totally dependent on their willingness to forgive. 
Fortunately, a person who has caused great hurt can also yield 
himself or herself to God’s grace. A life given into God’s hands is 
one that God can redeem and remake.

Rebuilding a relationship often depends on the giving and 
seeking of fully realized forgiveness. It requires that the offender 
commit to changing his or her offensive behaviour. It requires 
patience, goodness, kindness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control on the part of both people involved if it is to bring about 
the love, joy and peace of complete reconciliation. 

Thank God, all of these are potential gifts of the Holy Spirit 
who takes up residence in each of us when we are made right 
with God through Jesus Christ. We have access to these gifts be-
cause it is God’s great desire that His grace and redeeming love 
be manifest in us – and then through us so the whole world may 
be reconciled to Him.  n

Dr. Wanda Malcolm is a registered psychologist in Toronto and co-editor 
of Women’s Reflections on the Complexities of Forgiveness (Brunner-
Routledge, 2007). She teaches at Wycliffe College and is involved in an 
ongoing program of research on forgiveness at York University.

Salim Munayer
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In the raw post-apartheid days of the 
new South Africa, Nelson Mandela 
saw the need for a healing, recuper-
ative process for all citizens. To the 

delight of many and surprise of few, he 
was quick to acknowledge the need for 
political reconstruction and the need to 
empower the indigenous black popula-
tion – and also the need for reconciliation. 
The result was the Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Commission.

The commission’s chair, Anglican 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, quickly re-
alized that the term “reconciliation” was 
vague and risked becoming a cliché. So he 
carefully fine-tuned his definition of the 
word and of synonyms such as “restora-
tive justice” (in contrast to retributive 
justice).

“The central concern,” Tutu wrote in 
his book No Future Without Forgiveness, 
“is the healing of breaches, the redressing 
of imbalances, the restoration of broken 
relationships, a seeking to rehabilitate 
both the victim and the perpetrator, who 
should be given the opportunity to be re-
integrated into the community that he has 
injured by his offence.”

It is through that wide and deep 
definition that non-native Canadian 
Evangelicals may wish to view their own 
efforts and successes in the reconcilia-
tion work of engaging Canada’s First 
Nations. Emboldened and empowered 
by many biblical injunctions to heal 

broken relationships, Christians may 
also look to the distillation preferred by 
aboriginal leader Ray Aldred, chair of 
The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada’s 
Aboriginal Ministries Council: “Listen 
to one another, tell the truth, then come 
up with some plan of how you are going 
to fix this.”

Seeking to reconcile today’s First 
Nations with non-native Christians, 
whose forebears once proudly oppressed 
aboriginal people and committed acts of 
untold brutality against them, has been 
a slow, sometimes painful process for 
both sides. The Canadian government 
began to establish an Indian Residen-
tial Schools Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission last June, but the original 
commissioners resigned in October 
and new ones had not been selected by 
press time. Throw in violent protests 
over never-ending land claims and the 
failure of the Kelowna Accord, a $5-bil-
lion program to improve First Nations 
health, education and housing, and the 
potential is high for mutual disaffection 
if not outright hostility.

Yet non-native, Evangelicals and 
First Nations have embraced in recent 
decades in several highly emotional in-
stances of healing and repair. The first 
major breakthrough in relations \was in 
Winnipeg in 1994. Instigated by Terry 
LeBlanc, who has a foot planted in 
both the First Nations and evangelical 

Canadian Evangelicals 
and Reconciliation 
With First Nations
Have we made any progress on encouraging 
healing with our aboriginal brothers and sis-
ters? A brief overview                                 n   By Ron Csil lag

ing Way, a relief and development 
department of Canadian Baptist Min-
istries (www.thesharingway.org). 

“Africa,” she says, “is not only dif-
ficult to understand but also difficult to 
address. Where there is extreme pov-
erty, hurts that haven’t healed, families 
that aren’t together and a lack of food, 
people act in desperation. Yes, you pray 
against it, but you must also actively 
aim to fix it.” 

Cassidy attributes South Africa’s 
current troubles less to militant na-
tionalism, and more to unemployment 
– “around 30 per cent to 40 per cent 
by my calculations and, in some town-
ships, as high as 90 per cent.”

That’s why it’s not enough to “come 
to Africa and only preach John 3:16. 
You have to act as well,” he adds.

In her work developing assistance 
programs for Rwandan orphans – es-
pecially those young children who head 
households – Ward finds that reconcilia-
tion isn’t only about peace but also about 
restoring people to wholeness, especially 
after something has destroyed them. 
“The new heavens and new Earth pas-
sage in Isaiah [65:17-25] is not some fu-
ture event but here and now. That means 
alleviating the conditions by helping 
people to gain sustained access to food 
and clean water and to build a commun-
ity’s ability to care for children.”

Hope lies in the children, she finds. 
“They want to move forward. They 
work together repairing homes, play 
soccer together and encourage each 
other. Although it can be overwhelming 
and discouraging to see how much more 
still needs to be done, Rwanda has some 
amazing stories of reconciliation.” 

Cassidy echoes her sentiments: 
“The work is exhausting and wearying, 
and the path ahead is daunting, but the 
gospel challenges remain. It requires 
people of goodwill not to give up but 
to carry on.” 

Alex Newman is a freelance writer in 

Toronto.

http://www.thesharingway.org


/ 27May /  June 2009

camps, the meeting brought together 36 
aboriginal Christian leaders with about 
a dozen heads of key evangelical organi-
zations for three days of what LeBlanc 
modestly calls “conversations.”

“It was foundational,” he recalls. 
“People began to listen to one another. 
It was the first time [Christian leaders] 
saw aboriginal peoples as human beings 
with a story to tell.”

He recalls the reaction, on the third 
day of the gathering, of leader Brian 
Stiller, then president of The Evangeli-
cal Fellowship of Canada (EFC). Stilller, 
after listening to a Cree man recount his 
heart-rending experiences at a federally 
run residential school, “was moved to 
an overwhelming flow of tears, saying 
this was the first time he heard the story 
of a native man, a native Christian, a 
brother and could now understand 

what the issues were because of the 
personal story.” The sentiment quickly 
spread to other non-aboriginals, LeB-
lanc noted.

The following year was pivotal. 
First Nations leader and former Mani-
toba MLA Elijah Harper (of Meech 
Lake “No” fame) convened aborigi-
nal and non-aboriginal peoples from 
across Canada to find a spiritual basis 
for healing and understanding. The 
“Sacred Assembly” took place in Hull, 
Que., in December 1995.

From it sprang the landmark Recon-
ciliation Proclamation. In part, it enunci-
ated a “common spiritual foundation: 
the belief that the Creator, God, reigns 
supreme over all things.” And it called 
on churches and faith communities “to 
continue the process of healing and 
reconciliation with aboriginal peoples 

by providing the forums and supports 
needed to heal the wounds created in 
the past; to become stronger advocates 
for justice and reconciliation in the cur-
rent and future public affairs, and to 
hold our governments accountable for 
their implementation of just policies; to 
recommit ourselves to a program of edu-
cation and action on issues relating to 
land rights, self-government, economic 
development and racism.”

Immediately after the Sacred As-
sembly, the EFC founded the Aborigi-
nal Task Force, including LeBlanc (then 
working for World Vision Canada) and 
Bruce Clemenger, now EFC president. 
The name was changed to the Aborigi-
nal Ministries Council around 2002.

By then momentum was building. 
In 1996 The Christian and Mission-
ary Alliance in Canada (CMA) and 

Elijah Harper holds up one of two eagle feathers he held when, as an MLA, he stalled Manitoba’s endorsement of the Meech 
Lake Accord. He opposed this revision to the Constitution because First Nations leaders had not been consulted.
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the First Nations Alliance Churches 
of Canada, one of the CMA’s “multi-
cultural ministries,” came together in 
Fort Qu’Appelle, Sask., specifically to 
explore reconciliation.

“It was pretty awesome,” recalls Rev. 
Larry Wilson, the Cree director of the 
First Nations Alliance Churches. “We 
sat in a big circle, maybe 100 people. The 
first question was ‘What do we want as 

native leaders?’ My response was ‘Re-
spect as a leadership and as a people. We 
want a deeper level of relationship with 
our denominational leadership.’ ”

The straightforward answer to a 
simple question “opened up a lot of 
hearts. By the end of the day, we all 
stood in the middle of the floor cry-
ing, embracing and praying with one 
another and for one another. We had 

a real relational reconciliation” and 
it led to a healthier dynamic with the 
CMA. “The healing of that relation-
ship between the denominational lead-
ership and our leadership as aboriginal 
people really shot us a thousand years 
ahead in terms of how we function as 
organizations.”

Ray Aldred also remembers that 
meeting and the compelling questions 
asked of the attending non-aboriginals. 
“The question put to them was ‘Has 
society’s attitudes about aboriginal 
people affected how you have treated 
aboriginal people?’ And they said yes. I 
think for many people in Canada that’s 
the question they have to ask them-
selves: Have they adopted whatever 
attitude [about First Nations people] 
has been popular?”

Two years later, another watershed.
Ottawa expressed “profound regret” 
not only for the establishment of resi-
dential schools but also for all “past 
actions of the federal government” 
toward aboriginals. A $350-million 
“healing fund” was established to help 
turn the page.

Pushed to the fore was the issue 
of residential schools, where about 
150,000 aboriginal, Inuit and Métis 
(mixed-race) children were forced to 
attend after being removed from their 
communities and essentially stripped of 
their native culture, language and reli-
gion. The schools were run jointly – Ot-
tawa teaming with the Roman Catho-
lic, Anglican, Presbyterian and United 
churches, opening Christians to more 
black eyes. (All the denominations ex-
cept the Catholics have apologized for 
their roles in residential schools and 
contributed directly to a compensation 
package. At press time, Pope Benedict 
announced a meeting with Canadian 
aboriginal leaders in late April.)

The general mood of contrition cul-
minated in last year’s apology by Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper to survivors 
of the residential schools. “We believe 
that good will come out of the apology 

The EFC is committed to:
■ 	providing a trustworthy evangeli-

cal voice to government, courts 
and media

■ 	equipping ministry leaders and 
facilitating collaborative partner-
ships

■ 	fostering an understanding of the 
evangelical faith and its relevance 
to life and society

We want your congregation to be a 
part of it all. Join the hundreds who 
have already affiliated!

 

 

An ethical alternative for  
your place of worship, care home, 

school, or charity. 

 

Discover how our specialty products and services 
can benefit your organization. With regional offices 
in Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto and Halifax, we are 
always on hand to provide you with peace of mind. 
Ask your broker, or contact a regional office near 

you by visiting us at www.ecclesiastical.ca. 
 

A specialty insurer owned by a charitable trust. 

http://www.ecclesiastical.ca
http://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/NetCommunity/Page.aspx?pid=236
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Commit to being a part of 
World Relief Sunday 2009

Join hundreds of churches across Canada and be an active part 
of Cultivating Hope and Growing Communities for the poor.

Sign up your church today! 

Call World Relief Canada toll-free at 1-800-567-8190 
and ask for Desiree Frost, our Church Relations Coordinator 

or email her at dfrost@wrcanada.org

www.wrcanada.org 

issued by the Canadian people,” Aldred 
has noted, “if we continue in the theme 
of the apology of repentance, forgive-
ness, reconciliation and healing.”

And that to Aldred involves more 
than mere statements. “If the other peo-
ple are not repentant, if they don’t show 
some kind of change, it would be nuts 
for you to give them your whole heart 
again. If you were abused by someone 
and they said, ‘Oh yeah, I’m sorry,’ 
you’d be crazy to go back into that. 
When it comes to family relationships, 
I think if it is a real serious enough thing 
you don’t just talk; you tell the truth.”

And if one is fighting deeply embed-
ded, institutionalized racism, “you can’t 
change it with only little things. It’s not 
as if the system was good and it did only 
a couple of bad things and now we are 
OK. You have to repent. You need to 
restore order.” He returns to his three-
step program: Tell the truth. Listen. 
Come up with a shared plan.

Have churches taken heed? Aldred 
believes that, on other matters, Evan-
gelicals have often followed instead of 
led and that “a big part of the prob-
lem,” at least for Evangelicals, “is we 
still kind of have a utilitarian look [to-
ward] people. We don’t see how they’re 
going to benefit us. We don’t necessarily 
think it’s worth putting much effort into 
cultivating that relationship.”

But on this issue, “the Church has 
tried to reverse that. At least some de-
nominations have tried to move toward 
reconciliation and restitution. Instead 
of asking ‘What’s the bare minimum 
we have to do?’ [churches should ask] 
‘What do we need to do? How can we 
resolve this? How can we come away 
more than merely co-existing. How can 
we be friends?’ ”

LeBlanc, a member of the Indig-
enous Christian Alliance, a loose net-
work of aboriginal Christian leaders, 
and head of the North American Insti-
tute for Indigenous Theological Studies, 
sees progress. “I’m regularly in situa-
tions where I hear aboriginal believers 

talk about their feelings of welcome and 
[of] belonging in the wider Church now 
that they would not have felt before. I 
hear them talk about ownership, in a 
very positive way, of their involvement 
in the wider Church and of their owner-
ship of ministry for their own people as 
well as others.”

The rewards have been hard-won 

and have showcased what commitment 
to biblical ethics can accomplish. But to 
Aldred, “There’s something bigger than 
ethics that is needed. That is the gospel, 
isn’t it? God sacrificed His own Son to 
heal the relationship. That’s why I’m 
involved in reconciliation.” 

Ron Csillag is a freelance writer in Toronto.

mailto:dfrost@wrcanada.org
http://www.wrcanada.org
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spiritual, but I haven’t gone through a 
lot of the disappointment with God that 
many people do when facing their own 
mortality. I see it on a daily basis and, as 
I study the Word of God about suffering 
and persecution, I see that God has not 
promised us a break from these things. 
Suffering and death are normal things 
for anyone who is going to work for the 
purpose of God.

KS: So you have found a 
kind of inspiration from the 
persecuted church?
GP: When I was first di-
agnosed, it was a shock of 
course. And I remember 
lying in bed and thinking. 
My mind went back to 
some young women I had 
met a few years earlier in 

Ethiopia. I had helped start our work 
there and worked with women kicked 
out of their homes because of their faith. 
They were forced to beg on the streets 
and live in a hovel. And I asked them, 
“What does Jesus mean to you?” 

They said: “He means everything 
to us. He gives us everything we need. 
He loves us. He’s our Father.” I looked 
around at what they had and I was 
amazed at their faith. 

That night, as I was thinking about 
these things, I said to the Lord: “If 

those people can stay faithful to You, 
so can I. Help me not to dishonour you 
through this.” I’ve held on to that. One 
of the great joys for me is having people 
around the world who are being perse-
cuted praying for me too. I’ve had the 
honour of meeting them. It’s the fellow-
ship of suffering.
KS: Sometimes, people who are suffering 
actually have to work to help others come 
to terms with it. Friends or acquaintances 
might ask: “How could God let this hap-
pen to you?” Have you faced that?
GP: I haven’t had too many people come 
with that perspective. They know that 
in my mind, God doesn’t protect us in 
many cases from the nastier things of 
life. He doesn’t promise we’ll live in a 
rose garden all the time. I think what I’ve 
had to struggle more with is everyone 
and their dog wanting me to try this diet 
or that supplement. And occasionally 
the person who doesn’t know me very 
well who thinks he or she has a right 
to intrude and say things that are out 
of line – like I only need to accept Jesus 
as Saviour. Thanks, I never thought of 
that! Thankfully there hasn’t been a lot 
of that. And I wouldn’t have had the pa-
tience to put up with a lot of it. 
KS: Have you felt supported by your 
community?
GP: I’ve felt tremendous support. And I 

KS: Glenn, how are you approaching 
what appears to be the final home stretch 
in your battle with cancer? Where is your 
head at these days? 
GP: I believe people are remembered for 
how they end the journey, not necessar-
ily how they start it. When people have 
left this ministry [VOM] over the years, I 
have said to them, “Leave well,” because 
that’s how you’ll be remembered. I’ve had 
a few years to think about this 
question of how I can finish 
well. It has sometimes actu-
ally become a bit of a preoc-
cupation. I have to learn to 
relax about it and realize that 
we are finishing well. When I 
started with VOM, we were 
four people and a tiny budget. 
We’re not huge now but we’re 
doing quite a bit better. We have a bigger 
staff and a number of people doing the 
job I was doing, and doing it better.
KS: You work with a ministry that deals 
with hurting, suffering people around 
the world. How has that shaped your 
journey now?
GP: One of the things that has helped 
me through this has been working with 
a ministry that deals with suffering and 
death on a daily basis. It’s a rare privil-
ege. I’ve never struggled with anger, 
which may sound a bit weird or super-

Glenn Penner is chief executive officer of The Voice of the Martyrs Canada, 
a ministry to the persecuted church around the world, and the author of In the 
Shadow of the Cross: A Biblical Theology of Persecution and Discipleship (VOM Canada, 
2007). He was diagnosed with cancer in 2002 and, recently, his doctors told him 
he has ”months, not years” left. Glenn Penner is 47. He agreed to speak with Faith 
Today’s Karen Stiller about living and about dying. 

Inspired by the Persecuted Church
A Faith Today Interview With Glenn Penner
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think others have been encouraged that 
I have tried to exemplify trust. I’ve never 
had a sense that God is going to heal me. 
I let people pray for me if they want to. 
I’ve been anointed with oil a number 
of times and I welcomed that. But deep 
down in my heart, I never had a sense I 
would be healed. And I don’t consider 
that a lack of faith. I felt it was the path 
God was calling me to – that I was to 
continue to glorify Him by living in an 
unchanging situation.
KS: How is your wife coping? 
GP: She’s tired. Sometimes I feel worse for 
the caregiver. She ends up having to take 
care of some mundane things for me. If I 
want a glass of water, I have to ask her to 
get me one. That can happen a lot during 
the day. I do worry about her.
KS: Do you think about what heaven 
will be like?

GP: I’ve certainly thought about heaven 
a whole lot more than I would have or-
dinarily. There are times I think I’m not 
ready to go because I still have things to 
do. There are unfinished paths. One of 
my great passions in life is working on a 
theology of persecution. I wrote a book 
on that and so badly wanted to rework 
it. I feel I probably won’t have the time 
or energy. There’s a disappointment of 
things that are unfinished. There are 
times when I say “Lord, do I have to 
go now?” I’m not dreading heaven. I 
look forward to it. Some days I really do 
because it’s really hard. I’ve always been 
a very purpose-driven person. I’m still 
struggling with the sense that I know 
heaven is not static – we’re not going to 
be sitting there doing nothing.
KS: Are you thinking you might get 
bored?

GP: If heaven were only sitting around 
singing praise choruses, it wouldn’t be 
my idea of heaven. I’m not the world’s 
greatest singer.
KS: I see that you have kept your sense of 
humour. How important is that?
GP: Yes I have. It goes along in this min-
istry. You’d be surprised at how much 
humour there is, both with persecuted 
Christians and those who work along-
side them. I always say I miss the old 
Soviet Union because they had the best 
jokes about Communists. If you study 
suffering Christians through history, you 
will find there is humour there as well. 
Maybe that is what Paul means when he 
talks about joy in suffering.
KS: What is the one message you would 
like to give to the Evangelical church in 
Canada? 
GP: The fact of the reality of suffering 

Inspired by the Persecuted Church
A Faith Today Interview With Glenn Penner

The Voice of the Martyrs
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ing that things will be better there. 
KS: Are you afraid?
GP: The biggest fear I have – and that’s 
not a bad thing to say – is not being 
able to breathe. That is troubling to 
me. Things will get worse here. I don’t 
really know the path or how it’s going 
to show itself. It takes a very different 
attitude to know that you’ve turned 
a corner you’re probably not going 
to come back from. I’m getting to the 
point where I can’t breathe. But we 
shall face that. 
KS: What is the one message you want 
to leave your children?
GP: Live a life that matters. Live such 
a life that at the end of it someone will 
glorify God that you’ve been alive. 
That is something that has come to me 
so many times – that somebody some-
where is thanking God I’m alive and 
I’ve been willing to be used by Him. 
I think that is how we glorify God so 
people will say “Thank God this per-
son was.” 
KS: It has been my privilege to talk to 
you. Thank you. 

Christians around the world. That suf-
fering is normal for Christians. I was 
a pastor before I joined VOM. I don’t 
understand how people can run away 
from God in the midst of suffering but 
they often do. When we need God the 
most, we often run away from Him. I 
have been so blessed, so honoured to 
work with our suffering brothers and 
sisters. They are so thankful when we 
come and serve them and show them 
we care. If the Canadian Church could 
see how impoverished we are because 
we’ve robbed ourselves of part of the 
Body of Christ. . . . 
KS: We’re not very good at suffering, 
are we?
GP: We see suffering as the worst thing 
that can happen whereas our brothers 
and sisters in the persecuted church 
see disobedience as the worst thing. I 
couldn’t have gone through this time 
without having had my life enriched by 
them, by their faithfulness and trusting 
even when things don’t get better. One 
of our problems is we expect God to 
protect us.
KS: And God’s not going to do that?
GP: He has greater priorities in our life 
than keeping us from harm. His priority 
is to make us into the image of His Son. 
We serve a suffering God. 
KS: Glenn, what do you wish you had 
done more of during your life?
GP: I wish I’d spent more time with 
my kids. I spent a lot of time on the 
road. But I’m not sure how it could 
have been done differently. I wish 
I could have touched base with my 
kids a little more. I wish I hadn’t got-
ten caught up in things that actually 
weren’t so important. I spent a lot 
of time on things that, in the grand 
scheme, probably didn’t matter. There 
are not a lot of regrets. There are some. 
I’ve had some failures in my life and 
when I look back it saddens me. If any-
thing I’ve learned to love God’s grace. 
It’s all there is. And this is grace, when 
people are able to suffer persecution 
and remain faithful. 

KS: What gives you comfort and plea-
sure right now?
GP: Pleasure is something I’m strug-
gling with right now. I’m struggling 
for breath a lot of the time. I’m not 
comfortable. I love to read when my 
eyes allow me to, but my eyes get very 
dry. Occasionally I listen to music. My 
iPod is my good buddy. There is some 
music that really does touch me.
KS: You have seen a lot of the world. 
You have written on your blog about 
being thankful for a Sudanese sunset. 
Are you glad you lived the life you 
lived?
GP: I’m thankful for the opportunities 
I’ve had to visit the places I’ve seen. 
It saddens me that I probably won’t 
get back there. My favourite country 
on the planet is Sri Lanka. I love these 
places. 
KS: It’s been an extraordinary life.
GP: It hasn’t been boring. I think my 
wife would have enjoyed a slightly 
more boring life sometimes. I’m feel-
ing a little bit torn between here and 
there. Wanting to stay here but know-

Glenn Penner listens to the testimony of an evangelist in northern Nigeria who has 
experienced both joy and persecution for winning Muslims to Christ.
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B y  C r a i g  M a c a r t n e y

G u e s t C o l u m n

How do we move beyond talking about prayer to 
actually doing it regularly?

Teen Helps Build Prayer Life

I
t happened several years ago at summer camp during a 
counsellor Bible study. About 10 of us were sitting around 
a fire talking about a crisis in Africa for a good 20 min-
utes when one of the leaders started cussing. He was really 

worked up about us being “all talk, no action.” He 
dropped the “F-bomb” several times and at the 
end said: “You know what? Tomorrow when we 
come to the Bible study not one of you will have 
done anything about Africa. Most of you won’t 
remember any of the details. But every single one 
of you will remember that I cussed you all out.”

Our prayer life is another area that can eas-
ily be all talk, no action. We read how-to books 
about prayer and attend seminars. We feel good 
about having read the book or gone to the semi-
nar. But does our prayer life change much after-
ward? We might know more about prayer but, 
unless this leads us to actually talking more to the Father, 
we have, in fact, done nothing. 

Don’t get me wrong. It’s good to read a book teaching 
us how to pray. It’s inspirational. But such books usually 
describe the other person’s experience praying and moving 
forward in his relationship with God – not ours. Unless we 
take this knowledge and talk to God, it’s actually giving us 
an illusion of having acted to resolve our lack of prayer. In 
the end, the inspiration might get us praying for a week but 
often it has little lasting impact.

How can we begin to build an exciting prayer life that 
doesn’t quickly run down? Perhaps more vision is the key.

Later … I’m Talking to the Lord
If I call several teenage friends of mine on the phone, their 
parents may say “Sorry but he [or she] is praying right now.” 
These are Mennonite, Pentecostal and Missionary Alliance 
teens. Other friends will tell their parents: “Just take a mes-
sage. I’m not coming to the phone right now. I’m praying.”

What would make youth turn down a phone call from 
a friend? For these friends, it’s their understanding and vi-
sion for prayer.

If given a choice to speak to Jesus or with the highest rank-
ing world leader today or the most popular celebrity, my friends 
wouldn’t hesitate. They’d pick Jesus. The more we know God, 
the more we will want to talk to Him. In a way it’s a barometer 

of our relationship with God. If we are pursuing intimacy with 
God, we’ll have a prayer life that’s on fire – really exciting! We’ll 
be watching the clock at work or school, waiting to get home 
for some focused prayer time with the Lord.

So how do you start to get to know God 
through prayer?

Race to God in Prayer
There are many types of prayer and ways to start. 
But let’s look at the importance of beginning 
slowly, building in variety, using Scripture and 
seeking to have fun in God’s presence.

Begin slowly. Start by putting aside 10 min-
utes a day for prayer, then add five or 10 minutes 
each week until you reach the goal you choose. In 
your initial enthusiasm, don’t decide to pray for 
an hour every day for the rest of your life. That’s 

not realistic. Set realistic goals that stretch you, but goals that 
leave you craving more of God’s presence. It takes discipline, 
and that takes practice.

Variety makes prayer time more interesting. It’s the same 
with all our relationships. If our prayer involves only a “shop-
ping list” (“Please help Ryan find a job. Mom needs healing. 
I need a mentor.”), then prayer quickly becomes dull. When 
you’re asking God’s help for others, don’t merely name the 
problem. Ask God for input about the issue or ask Him to 
point out the most important concern.

Pray the psalms. This is an easy way to pray! Begin with 
Psalm 23, 91 or 100. Start by reading the first verse aloud. If 
it stirs any thought in you, pray that to God. For example, 
Psalm 23 starts “The Lord is my shepherd.” You might pray: 
“Lord, lead me today and keep me in your will. Make me 
willing to follow you, like a sheep.” Pray for a short period 
or for a long time – whatever God puts on your heart. Then 
move on to the next verse.

If you aren’t stirred by anything in a verse, that’s OK. 
Move on to the next. It helps if you read slowly so the words 
can sink in. You can pray for hours this way – praying the 
Scripture back to the Lord. And it’s fun! 

In my ideal day I start by worshipping and praising God 
for who He is, then reading the Bible, followed by listening 
for His voice in complete silence – for a few minutes or up to 
half an hour. Then I go through my Christian shopping list. 

Jesus talked 
about praying 
in a closet for 
a good reason: 

there aren’t 
many things 
going on in a 
closet – not a 
TV in sight
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Try this and you may find you’ll love 
talking to God and completely opening 
up to Him. 

How to Keep Focused
If you find your mind drifting off, here 
are some tips to keep focused. 

Pray out loud, even if only very 
quietly. 

Don’t get too comfortable for obvi-
ous reasons. Some people pace back and 
forth slowly as they pray. In Jewish tradi-
tion, those who pray often rock back and 
forth from their waist with their hands 
out at their sides. I like this image a lot 
and often pray swaying gently and hold-
ing my hands upward at waist level as if 
receiving a gift. It helps me focus on the 
Lord and keeps me awake even if I’m 
tired.

Find a private, quiet place to pray. 
Avoid a busy kitchen or a place where 
others are walking around. Jesus talked 
about praying in a closet for good rea-
son: there aren’t many things going on in 
a closet – not a TV in sight. If you have 
a phone in the room, unplug it. Get rid 
of as many distractions as possible. Put 
away any interesting magazines – their 
pictures will sidetrack you fast. 

But It’s Just Too Hard!
OK, so you’re still having problems get-
ting down to pray? Ask a close friend to 
hold you accountable and call you each 
day to ask: “Have you spent time with 
God today? How long? Did you crowd 
Him into grocery shopping or did you 
spend real time with Him?” 

Or here’s something else I've done. 
A friend of mine had a key to our 
church and several of us met there at 
6:30 a.m. almost every day to pray 
until 8 o’clock when we had to leave 
for school. There were three to 12 of 
us teens and young adults holding each 
other accountable. 

Here’s how we organized it. When 
we arrived, someone would put on a CD 
of soft worship music – but not necessar-
ily too mellow. As individuals we would 

seek God’s presence alone. We weren’t 
gathered together but scattered all over 
the sanctuary and church building for 
personal prayer time.

It’s like going to the gym: if you 
have a friend to go with, it’s easy. But 
if he stops going because of vacation 
or whatever, you generally stop too be-
cause it’s a lot more difficult to maintain 
the discipline. 

Getting Ready for “Amen”
Christian prayer has the power to re-
arrange what will happen today or govern 
circumstances that will happen tomorrow. 
We need to start believing this not only 
with our heads but also with our hearts.

On the night of September 10, 
2001, a group of Christians living in 
New York City were meeting to pray. 
One worked in the World Trade Cen-
ter. They started praying and felt God 
wanted them to do a prayer walk. He 
brought them to the Twin Towers – the 
last night the buildings were standing, 
but they didn’t know it. The group 
prayed there for a long time, then went 
home thinking nothing more of it. Next 
morning, the one who worked there felt 
God was telling her not to go in that 
day. But she had an important meeting 
so started arguing with the Lord. How-
ever, she knew His voice and decided 
to stay home. She’s alive today because 
she recognized God’s voice and obeyed 
it. We too could be so much more alive 
if we learned to recognize God’s voice 
more, and obeyed it.

Remember the campfire and my 
counsellor friends sitting around it? 
Three years have passed since we shared 
all those words about Africa. I still re-
member word for word my friend cuss-
ing us out for talking too much and 
doing little. It’s time we stopped talking 
so much with each other and started 
talking more to God.

Let God’s love restore our souls. 

Craig Macartney is 19 and lives in Ottawa. 
He worships at Dominion Outreach Centre.

We help YA’s in your church 

raise funds for our trips...just ask!

http://www.icejcanada.org
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R e l i g i o n W a t c h

Religious freedom is mainstream news again this spring, thanks 
to a Human Rights Council resolution at the United Nations

Religious Freedom Challenged

H
ow many things can you think of that can unite 
more than 200 organizations from 46 nations? 
Well, a resolution from the United Nations Human 
Rights Council did just that recently – although the 

unity was the result of anger and deep concern. And, frankly, 
when the Human Rights Council passed 
“Combating Defamation of Religion” in 
Geneva on March 27, freedom took a major 
hit not only in terms of freedom of expression 
but also in terms of freedom of religion.

How can a resolution fighting defama-
tion of religion actually hurt freedom of re-
ligion? Why are religious groups, including 
the Muslim Canadian Congress, upset? The 
answer has to do with dangers implicit in 
the resolution and with its checkered history 
and context. The whole story is proof that appearance is not 
always reality, even at – and sometimes especially at – the 
United Nations.

The 1,600-word resolution warns that “defamation of 
religions is a serious affront to human dignity” and expresses 
alarm “at the inaction of some States to combat this burgeon-
ing trend.” The resolution says there is “need to effectively 
combat defamation of all religions and incitement to religious 
hatred in general and against Islam and Muslims in particu-
lar.” There should be “deep concern” that “Islam is frequently 
and wrongly associated with human rights violations and 
terrorism.” The resolution asks for more reporting on “all 
manifestations of defamation of religions, and in particular 
on the serious implications of Islamophobia.”

The only religion specifically mentioned is Islam. This is 
not surprising since the resolution is the brainchild of the Or-
ganization of the Islamic Conference. The OIC has pushed 
similar resolutions at the Human Rights Council over the 
past few years. The source explains a lot of the controversy. 
The OIC comprises 57 Islamic states and is the second larg-
est inter-governmental organization in the world next to the 
UN. The OIC track record on freedom is depressing. The 
resolution is a shining example of hypocrisy and denial of 
the obvious.

Take the resolution’s concern that some people link Islam 
with human rights violations and terrorism. Many Muslim 
leaders say that true Islam has nothing to do with either. We 

are still left with the fact that Pakistan has offered sanctuary 
for years to both the Taliban and members of al-Qaida. This 
has been documented in detail in Ahmed Rashid’s recent book 
Descent into Chaos (Viking, 2008). The OIC should turn its 
gaze on Pakistan if it really wants to destroy perceptions about 

“Islam” and terrorism.
Likewise, most of the OIC countries fail 

on matters of human rights. Freedom House 
is an organization that rates every country 
of the world on a scale of 1-7. In its 2008 
report, only six of the 57 OIC countries are 
rated as “free,” while 26 are “partly free” 
and the remaining 25 are “not free.” This 
last category includes Egypt, Saudi Arabia 
and Uzbekistan. You can find more com-
plete details at www.freedomhouse.org. Or 

ask your search engine for reports on child brides, female 
genital circumcision and persecution of non-Muslims in vari-
ous OIC states. 

None of this is meant to suggest that western countries 
or other faith traditions, including Christian, are innocent of 
abusing freedom. Think of the recent use of torture by the 
United States against Muslim militants. Historically, think 
of the Crusades, the Inquisition and the burning of witches. 
Think of modern Hindu persecution of Christian missionar-
ies. Think of current Buddhist persecution of the Tamils in Sri 
Lanka. Freedom is necessary so that bad faith (and bad poli-
tics) receives proper critique. If this is defamation, so be it.

Thankfully, the resolution is not legally binding in interna-
tional law. As well, it is encouraging to see the incredible range 
in the 200 or so groups protesting the resolution’s dangers. 
This includes, among others, the Gay and Lesbian Humanist 
Association (U.K.), Dalit Humanist group (India), the Atheist 
Foundation of Australia, World Jewish Congress, Nigerian 
Humanist Movement, Syria Reform Party, Muslims Against 
Sharia, and the World Evangelical Alliance. 

The arguments will continue at the Human Rights Coun-
cil.

Nonetheless, we can sleep better tonight because groups 
like these are standing up for freedom. 

James A. Beverley is professor of Christian thought and ethics at 
Tyndale Seminary in Toronto.

None of this is 
meant to suggest that 
western countries or 
other faith traditions, 
including Christian, 

are innocent of 
abusing freedom

http://www.freedomhouse.org


36 / May /  June 2009

A.

Q.
I

n recent years Canadians have heard much in the 
media and elsewhere about the need for reconcilia-
tion between Aboriginal Peoples and non-aboriginals, 
anglophones and francophones, and between families, 

spouses and communities. Given the variety of ideas people 
have about reconciliation, what aspects of reconciliation fit 
with a specifically Christian approach? 

Christians have always emphasized the need for reconcili-
ation between God and humans. But we have not always 
been clear about how this biblical concept of “vertical 
reconciliation” relates to “horizontal reconciliation” be-
tween humans. The overlap may seem obvious, but let’s 
think carefully, starting with the undisputed champion of 
biblical texts on reconciliation: 2 Corinthians 5:15-21. We 
need to note at least three things from this text as we seek a 
biblical understanding of reconciliation. 

First, Paul insists that reconciliation is a completed and 
ongoing work of God. Paul speaks of it as having been already 
accomplished (“reconciled” in verse 18) and yet of God con-
tinuing to accomplish it right up to the present (“reconciling” 
in verse 19). Not only that, but God’s reconciliatory work is 
directed to both “us” humans and “the world.” 

Second, reconciliation is accomplished in and through Jesus 
Christ. Reconciliation to God is possible “through Christ” 
(verse 18), the one mediator between God and humanity. It’s 
also possible only “in Christ” (verse 19), in the Lord of Creation 
and Head of His Body, the Church. Consequently, Christians 
must always point to Jesus. We dare not try to take His place as 
“mediators” but must fulfil God’s work as His “ambassadors” 
(verse 20).

Third, reconciliation is to God the Father. Thus the Bible 
teaches it is only as “the world” is brought back into proper 
relationship to God the Father that reconciliation is ultimately 
fulfilled. So while our “ministry of reconciliation” (verse 18) 
necessarily includes working toward mending human rela-
tionships, such relationships can only be fully healed by God 
the Father through the Son and by the Holy Spirit. 

The spiritual ministry of helping human enemies become 
friends (which is the core meaning of “reconciliation” and 
“peacemaking”) is important, but it is not the final end. 
Rather, it is a means to the ultimate end of God befriending 
humans through Christ’s death for sin on our behalf (verses 
14-15, 21).

This framework can remind us that any talk about human 
reconciliation, while always having the potential to be used by 
God for His purposes, can never quite capture the fullness of 
biblical reconciliation. For the Bible speaks of God’s coming 
kingdom of peace not only as the absence of all human conflict 
but also as new and transformed heavens and Earth. There, 
redeemed humans will dwell together in communion with 
God by the merits of the Lamb (Revelation 13:8)!

In this light we thank God wherever humans reconcile but 
we also acknowledge that human reconciliation is a second-
ary “sign” of God’s primary work of reconciling all things to 
Himself (Colossians 1:20). In faith, we acknowledge that God’s 
kingdom is coming whenever we see reconciliation take place, 
however imperfectly accomplished. 

The relationship of vertical and horizontal kinds of 
reconciliation can be visually illustrated by paying attention 
to the cross-shaped nature of the gospel. We can picture 
Jesus Christ at the very centre of the cross, where vertical 
and horizontal beams intersect. For it is through Jesus that 
God the Father reaches vertically down to redeem the world, 
yet it is also through Christ that God enables us to reach out 
horizontally as “co-workers” (2 Corinthians 6:1) in fulfilling 
God’s purposes in the world. Thus we need to keep our eyes 
fixed on Him who endured the cross, both for the sake of 
God’s glory and for our salvation (see Hebrews 12:1-2). 

A visual image of the cross can also remind us that the 
vertical beam is the one upon which the horizontal beam is 
hung. Consequently, as much as Christians should be the 
first to applaud efforts to reconcile alienated human parties, 
we must remember that human efforts at reconciliation are 
ultimately for naught if we fail to implore people, as Paul 
demands, to be reconciled to God (verse 20). 

In other words, reconciliation among neighbours is an 
integral part of a “cross-shaped” gospel; but there is no cross 
and no true reconciliation if the vertical beam of reconciliation 
is somehow ignored or forgotten. The horizontal beam cannot 
hang in mid-air, unsupported by the vertical! 

David Guretzki is associate professor of theology at Briercrest 
College & Seminary, Caronport, Sask. Representatives of 11 
seminaries affiliated with The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada 
take turns writing this column. Please send your questions to: 
editor@faithtoday.ca or Faith Today, Ask a Theologian, M.I.P. 
Box 3745, Markham, ON L3R 0Y4.

B y  D a v i d  G u r e t z k i

What’s So Christian 
About Reconciliation?

A s k  a  T h e o l o g i a n

mailto:editor@faithtoday.ca
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A pohaqui Community Church (ACC) was dying in 
1996. It had been the local Baptist church since 1873 
in a rural community about 60 kilometres east of Saint 

John, N.B. Apohaqui – the town’s name means “where two 
rivers meet” – has a population of 250. It’s also the hometown 
of a former premier of New Brunswick, Frank McKenna.

But in 1996, a remaining core of six church members 
invited pastor Kevin Vincent to pack up his family and return 
to the neighbourhood where he grew up and to a small 13-
metre by 20 metre church with no running water. 

When Vincent agreed, the congregation had an oppor-
tunity for a fresh start, and it made the most of it by invit-
ing in other people from the surrounding community. Their 
ranks swelled to a couple dozen by the time they started 
meeting in an elementary school. Today they draw 550 wor-

shippers each weekend, meet-
ing in two locations.

The Grover Mission
ACC explains its mission using 
the simple concepts of “near 
and far” – concepts that, Vin-
cent points out, even young 
children already know from 
listening to Grover the Mup-
pet on children’s television. 
“ACC exists to help people 
who are far from God come 
near to God and become pas-
sionate Christ-followers.” 

This simple strategy, pat-
terned after the first-century 
church, encompasses five pri-
orities: core habits of the faith, 
radical generosity, authentic 
friendships, vital commun-
ities and extreme living. 

Members are encouraged 
to ask, “Am I living with ex-
treme imagination of how I can 
impact my circle of influence 
for the kingdom of God?”

The Sticky Factor
An obvious example of impact 
is through community service – 
and service actually grows the 
church as well. “When you 
serve, you stick,” declares Vin-
cent. “You feel connected, and 
you make a lasting impact with 

your life. Getting people serving has a far greater ‘sticky factor.’ 
People come to serve more easily than to join a small group.”

The majority of weekly Life Groups “get out of their 
living rooms,” Vincent reports, as they respond to the 
question “What would the kingdom of God look like if 
it were truly manifest in our community?” 

Would the kingdom look something like this? Imagine a 
caller from the Red Cross phoning to ask “Are you the church 
that does extreme makeovers for local community groups?” 
In Apohaqui the Red Cross needed a new welcome area and 
office makeover, with doors and windows replaced. A con-
tractor in the congregation examined the need and estimated 
a volunteer work crew might do the work over three or four 
days. Hearing this, the Red Cross agreed to pay for supplies 
if the church could provide the labour. 

A  C h u r c h  Y o u  S h o u l d  K n o w

Apohaqui Community 
Church, New Brunswick
By Charlene de Haan

Members volunteered at projects across the community in June 2008. One group 
brought new life to a flower bed overrun with weeds at Sussex Middle School.A.



But when the contractor shared the need with the local 
hardware store, all the supplies were donated!

This community serving arm of ACC has been institution-
alized as Life Builders Inc., a non-profit organization that exists 
to watch, listen and step up to help people in the community 
whenever and wherever possible – whether a neighbour, a 
stranger or a local community group.

The Church in the Community
In 1996 ACC hired a summer student to conduct a com-
munity survey. A clipboard scared people away so the stu-
dent learned to chat informally, inserting questions like 
“Do you go to church? Why not? What do you 
need from a church? If a church were able to 
meet those needs, would you come?” People’s 
top priorities were a family-friendly church with 
programs for children. Out of that beginning 
emerged a warm, friendly environment that 
values children. The growing edge of the church is young 
families.

ACC started a project of watching for needs in the neigh-
bourhood in May 2008, including asking local schools and 
the town council about their needs. As projects were devised, 
congregants signed up for specific ones. By the culminat-
ing Sunday in June, enthusiasm had grown high. Everyone 
gathered at the church with their equipment, from trucks to 
shovels to worship in the community. Then 250 volunteers 
dispersed for about six hours of service, getting their hands 
dirty and building relationships with neighbours. 

Some served by delivering sandwiches and coffee to 
60 site crews. Others painted school benches, installed a 
clothesline, raked “pea rocks” off a play area and tore down 
an old barn. While three parishioners stained a deck for a 
senior resident, a next-door neighbour came to admire their 
work – and so the team returned the following weekend to 
stain that neighbour’s deck!

Celebration Sunday the following week was incredible. 
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People shared stories – not about work accomplished but 
about relationships developed. People began to imagine: 
“What if ACC could have such an impact that, whenever 
people within 30 minutes had a need, they would think of 
asking the church first – as the Red Cross director had?

Global Collaboration 
Mission, whether near or far, “is all one,” states Vincent. 
“God impassions different people in unique ways.” ACC’s 
“afar” ministry evolved gradually. It took a year to identify 
core global values and another year to check various mis-
sion agencies to find a match. Food for the Hungry Canada 
aligns with ACC’s values for long-term relationships and sus-
tainability. Four members took 10 days to explore high-risk 
communities in Guatemala, selecting one remote village for 
partnership. The church now participates in child sponsor-
ships, sends teams for hands-on projects while building rela-
tionships and consistently prays for the people in this village. 
ACC now aims “to see every young person grow through 
an experience in the Third World (preferably working on a 
project with their parents) by the time they graduate.”

Challenges Past and Present
The “original six” who refused to give up the dying congrega-
tion are the real heroes of this story! They imagined God was 
up to something and got on board. They worked hard to listen 

to their community. And they imagined a house of 
faith that would embrace their community. Now 
ACC is known as “the church for kids” – 200 of 
them! (Another 200 adults also gather regularly in 
small groups.) ACC dedicated a children’s centre 
in 2004.

In 2008 the congregation also learned what it means 
to “do church” in multiple locations with a single focus: it 
spilled over onto a second site at Hampton, about 25 minutes 
away. Together, the two sites draw about 550 congregants 
from a 30-minute radius.

ACC’s goal is “to be a church in community (around faith 
and fellowship) as well as in the community (multi-site).” 
Rather than become a “come-to” church, ACC assigned a site 
pastor, Tony Reicker, in September 2008 to invite neighbours 
around Hampton to join a core group of 45 commissioned 
from ACC. Four months later, 100 neighbours were participat-
ing at Hampton. The question ACC is now asking, “Lord, are 
there other communities we can be influencing by commis-
sioning another contingent from the ACC home base?”  

Charlene de Haan is a freelance writer in Toronto. She also co-
ordinates the EFC’s Educational Services. Apohaqui Community 
Church is an affiliate of The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada. 
Read all the profiles in this ongoing series at www.faithtoday.ca. 

“Are you the 
church that 

does extreme 
makeovers?”

Dave McIntyre fixing up a picnic table at a special care home.

http://www.faithtoday.ca
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From Renewal to Mission

I
n denominational terms, the Vineyard family of churches 
is a relative newcomer. We have been in existence for just 
under 25 years, born out of the Jesus People revival of 
the 1970s. Like adolescents in any family, we’ve had a 

wonderful opportunity to explore and experiment. Without 
the restraint of a long and established set of traditions, we’ve 
been able to venture outside the box for both good and ill. We 
have been privileged to see God use our journey to bring re-
freshing renewal to many within the larger Church in Canada; 
we’ve also experienced the pain and sense of regret in wit-
nessing the damage some of our well-intentioned adventures 
brought to that same group.

Our history, of course, is not particularly unique. Many 
other denominations in Canada have begun as renewal move-
ments with similar charismatic beginnings. Under-
standably, we have had to face what all these oth-
ers encountered long before us: that revival and 
renewal (like all “re” words) describe an action 
of returning to a place rather than the place itself. 
We have had to learn what every married couple 
understands – that the key to marital love is not living continu-
ally in a honeymoon but rather bringing the essence of that 
passion into the ongoing context and challenge of life.

It is not that our identity or sense of purpose failed to recog-
nize the call of the Great Commission. In fact, our core message 
has always simply been a reminder to the evangelical movement 
to which we belong that this commission is an empowered one 
and that it must include all Jesus did, including His works of 
power. The renewing and (in many cases) life-changing exper-
iences that occurred in our church meetings and conferences 
were always seen as secondary and as an empowering for ser-
vice. Nevertheless, it is clear that over time our identity was 
formed more as a renewal organization and less as a community 
of cross-cultural missionaries to our own nation. The good (our 
experience of God) actually began to become the enemy of the 
best (taking this experience to others who do not know Jesus). 
Over the past decade we have come to the conviction that this 
must change and it must change with us.

To actually put into practice what we theoretically teach 
has not been easy or quick. Quite frankly, it is much easier to 
hold a power evangelism conference than it is to do power 
evangelism. It seems noble to talk of ministry to those who are 
poor; it challenges all our insecurities to develop community 

with them. It seems much harder to be “successful” in the task 
of mission than in the business of renewal.

Recently we conducted an anonymous online survey of all 
our adults across the country to see where we are in this transi-
tion. Some things were very encouraging. Fifty per cent of our 
people have come within the past five years (10 per cent in this 
past year alone). We are increasingly getting younger (a strong 
majority of our people are under 40) and that is being reflected 
in our leadership demographics. Contrary to a disturbing trend 
in the North American Church, we are not only holding on 
to our 15- to 29-year-olds but we are gathering others as well. 
For 20 per cent of our members, the Vineyard is their first-ever 
church home (not a percentage to be proud of but certainly far 
beyond where we were).

Our people are engaged with their neighbour-
hoods and surrounding culture, having numbers 
of significant friendships with those who don’t 
have a relationship with Jesus. We’re not very 
good at connecting Jesus’ grand story with the life 
stories of people yet, but at least we are incarna-

tionally present and we care that the stories connect. Almost 
three-quarters of our members report they are more outward 
focused than two years ago.

Yet this transition has been costly: many have found the 
journey too challenging and frustrating to continue with us. 
Church growth through evangelism is a considerably slower 
process than growth through renewal and it demands entirely 
new skills and gifts. In many ways it feels as if we are starting 
over again.

Of course, the Vineyard is not the only family of churches 
going through this transition. Most denominations are trying 
to rise to the challenge of fully living out God’s invitation within 
the emerging post-Christian culture. The Church does not 
occupy the central place in society we once enjoyed but the 
Church has always been most effective from the margins – 
particularly when it has been unified. And I don’t believe there 
has ever been a time when denominations have been as united 
as they are today. This gives me great hope!

Gary Best of St. Stephen, N.B., is national team leader of Vine-
yard Churches Canada, which has 63 congregations in Canada. 
This column continues a series by affiliates of The Evangelical 
Fellowship of Canada. For a list, see www.evangelicalfellowship.
ca/affiliates.

The head of the Vineyard Churches Canada reflects on changing 
denominational identity and the challenges all Evangelicals face

We’ve been 
able to 

venture outside 
the box

G o d  a t  W o r k i n D e n o m i n a t i o n s
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Make a Difference
Teaching Overseas…

Christian Studies International
seeks Christian academics to teach
overseas for one year or more in a
secular university. Placements in a
variety of disciplines are available

in many countries.

Be a Witness of the
Good News in a
Secular Setting

Christian Studies
International

www.christianstudiesinternational.ca
csidesk@telus.net

ACTS Seminaries

ACTS Seminaries Launches Mar-
riage and Family Therapy Program
ACTS Seminaries has received official ap-

proval from the Ministry of Education for a 

new Master of Arts in Marriage and Family 

Therapy (MA MFT) program to commence in 

the fall of 2009.

The program developer, Ian Verseveldt, 

PhD., has been shaping the program over the 

past several years. Emphasizing the impor-

tance of this new program, Verseveldt states, 

“Our society is made up of families in many 

different forms, and Marriage and Family 

Therapist (MFT) training is uniquely special-

ized to work with relationships in their unique 

context. Once the mental health community 

understands what MFTs can do, they often 

specifically ask for MFTs.”

ACTS is a collaborative consortium of 

five seminaries. It is the Graduate School of 

Theological Studies of Trinity Western Uni-

versity. ACTS Seminaries offers eight master’s 

programs in a variety of disciplines, including 

theology, counselling and linguistics, as well as 

a Doctor of Ministry degree. 

Trinity Western University, in Langley, B.C. 

is an independent Christian liberal arts and sci-

ences university enrolling approximately 4,000 

students. TWU offers undergraduate degrees 

in 40 major areas of study. TWU holds Canada 

Research Chairs in biblical studies; biology; and 

interpretation, religion and culture. 

Website: www.twu.ca

Canadian Mennonite University

CMU Launches Graduate Program 
in Christian Ministry 
WINNIPEG, Man. – A new graduate-level 

program that will enable people to explore 

or strengthen their capacity for various types 

of church-related ministry will begin at Ca-

nadian Mennonite University (CMU) this fall. 

Called the Masters of Arts in Christian 

Ministry, the program is designed to “give 

students both the intellectual and theologi-

cal framework and the practical competen-

cies they need to become involved in the 

ministry of the gospel,” said Karl Koop, who 

directs the biblical and theological studies 

graduate studies program at CMU.

“The goal of the program is to offer train-

ing for people already involved in ministry, as 

well as for those who want to test their call 

to ministry,” he added, noting that “it will 

give them a profoundly biblical and theologi-

cal literacy, so they can draw wisely on Scrip-

ture and on Christian tradition as the basis 

for Christian life, thought and ministry.”

The new program aims to create a centre 

for Anabaptist and evangelical graduate edu-

cation in Winnipeg.

The Christian ministry degree will be of-

fered in cooperation with Mennonite Brethren 

Biblical Seminary, Associated Mennonite Bibli-

cal Seminary and Steinbach Bible College.

This is the second graduate-level program 

Preparing Students  
For Life and Ministry

http://www.twu.ca
http://www.christianstudiesinternational.ca
mailto:csidesk@telus.net
http://www.kingsu.ca
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offered by CMU; the first, the Masters of Arts 

in Theological Studies, began a year ago. Visit 

www.cmu.ca.

Capernwray Harbour Bible Centre

A Unique Learning Environment
Situated on Thetis Island on BC’s beautiful 

west coast, Capernwray Harbour Bible Centre 

offers a one-year, practical, in-depth Bible 

training program.

Knowing Jesus Christ as our risen and in-

dwelling Saviour, life and Lord is the common 

goal. Students of all ages, denominational 

backgrounds and nationalities who are serious 

in wanting to know Christ are welcomed.

The Bible school curriculum covers a ma-

jority of the Old and New Testament books in 

classroom studies. Unique learning tools such 

as discussion seminars, personal study projects 

and journal summaries are incorporated to 

help students work through the deeper sig-

nificance of God’s revelation of Christ as life in 

His written Word.

The student body, of approximately 135, 

joins with the Capernwray Harbour Staff Team 

to create a community intent on knowing and 

serving Christ and fellowshipping together 

within that context.

Many outreach opportunities, both local 

and international, are available to students 

throughout the year. 

Capernwray Harbour trains men and 

women relationally for “full-time Christian ser-

vice regardless of occupation.”

To learn more or to apply online, call 250-

246-9440 or visit www.capernwray.ca.

Carey Theological College

New MDiv Program
Carey Theological College is now offering a 

sharp and focused 72-credit-hour Master of 

Divinity program (considerably shorter than 

the 90-credit-hour program that many semi-

naries currently offer). This adds up to 24 

courses, which pastors and laypeople who 

choose to study part time should be able to 

finish in about four years. 

A majority of the course work is avail-

able online, allowing students to continue 

to grow roots in their primary community 

(where they live, work and worship) as they 

engage in life-long learning that deepens 

their ministry. Students will also have plenty 

of access to professors and colleagues in 

face-to-face course formats. Additionally, 

from their home base they will be able to en-

gage in dialogue with instructors, using voice 

technologies and computer conferencing.

Carey recognizes that the days are gone 

when seminary students move to an unfamiliar 

city near an established school and accumulate 

debt – all before entering ministry. The gradu-

ate education that Carey offers to pastoral lead-

ers is formatted to fit this changing context.

Carey is currently taking applications for 

the new MDiv degree program, as well as its 

classic Doctor of Ministry degree program.

For more information visit www.carey 

centre.com or call 604-224-4308.

Christian Studies International

Teaching Opportunities
Christian Studies International (CSI) provides 

opportunities for Christian academics to teach 

overseas in public universities and colleges. CSI 

is the Canadian affiliate of the International 

Institute for Christian Studies (IICS), based in 

Overland Park, Kansas. Together, these two 

organizations have placed dozens of Christian 

faculty members at post-secondary institutions 

in developing and former communist coun-

http://www.cmu.ca
http://www.capernwray.ca
http://www.careycentre.com
http://www.careycentre.com
mailto:info@careycentre.com
http://www.careycentre.com
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tries, where they are able to provide students 

with an education that is rooted in a Christian 

worldview. Currently, openings exist in many 

countries, and in a variety of disciplines. 

CSI professors make a tremendous differ-

ence in the lives of hundreds of students over-

seas. Professors teaching with CSI must raise 

some of their own support for travel and partial 

salary. Often, the host university provides some 

salary, housing and other amenities. CSI will 

assist professors in raising the necessary funds 

from churches, friends and supporters. Dona-

tions for this purpose are channelled through 

CSI, which provides tax-deduction receipts.

People with the appropriate academic 

qualifications who are interested in making 

use of this opportunity to bring the good 

news of the gospel in places where this may 

seldom be heard should consult the CSI web-

site at www.christianstudiesinternational.ca or 

contact CSI at csidesk@telus.net.

Columbia Bible College

Learning to Live Well
Are you looking for adventure? Do you want 

to grow in your faith, prepare for a career and 

meet life-long friends? Columbia Bible College 

is an accredited college in beautiful Abbotsford, 

B.C., dedicated to preparing people for a life 

of discipleship, service and ministry. The class-

room sizes are small, and the faculty and staff 

are personable and dedicated to the students. 

Hands-on learning, semesters abroad, 

internships and missions trips are all part of 

the education at Columbia. Practical learning 

meets academic learning in our seven majors. 

Columbia offers four-year Bachelor of Arts 

degrees, two-year diplomas and one-year 

certificates. Check out opportunities in bibli-

cal studies, caregiving and counselling, early 

childhood education, intercultural studies, 

outdoor leadership, worship arts and youth 

work. Or come for one year to grow in dis-

cipleship and academics, and experience the 

adventures in the outdoors, missions, ministry 

and classroom through our Quest adventure 

discipleship program.

Come visit our campus, check out our web 

site at www.columbiabc.edu, or call us at 800-

283-0881. Columbia is preparing people for a 

life of discipleship, service and ministry. 

Conrad Grebel University College

Friends to Last a Lifetime
At Conrad Grebel University College in Wa-

terloo, Ontario, you’ll make friends to last a 

Grounded in the Anabaptist and evangelical traditions, 
with 12 professors on faculty, CMU’s MA programs offer 
diversity, flexibility, depth, and interdisciplinary engagement.

Canadian Mennonite University now offers two Graduate Programs

Master of Arts in Theological Studies 
Master of Arts in Christian Ministry

www.cmu.ca | (877) 231-4570 | Winnipeg, MB | cu@cmu.ca
CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY

http://www.christianstudiesinternational.ca
mailto:csidesk@telus.net
http://www.cmu.ca
mailto:cu@cmu.ca
http://www.columbiabc.edu
mailto:divinity@mcmaster.ca
http://www.macdiv.ca
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lifetime and be challenged by amazing profes-

sors. You’ll love the homemade baking and 

the meals made fresh each day in the Grebel 

kitchen. Take part in the weekly community 

suppers. Be inspired by worship in the beautiful 

college chapel. Offer your talents as a leader, 

an athlete, a musician, a scholar and a friend. 

One hundred and forty-two students in all 

six University of Waterloo faculties, from first 

to fourth year, call Grebel home. You can take 

any UW courses while living at Grebel. It’s the 

best of both worlds – a world-class university 

and a living environment that nurtures friend-

ships and learning. Grebel’s specialties include 

music, peace and conflict studies, church 

music and worship, and Mennonite studies.

Conrad Grebel’s Master of Theological 

Studies is a two-year graduate program study-

ing Christianity from an Anabaptist-Mennonite 

perspective in an interdisciplinary, ecumenical 

and inter-religious setting. It prepares students 

for advanced graduate studies, for careers in 

ministry and for a deeper understanding of 

theology. Full-time MTS students are eligible 

for full tuition scholarships.

Though Grebel is affiliated with the Men-

nonite Church, you are welcome, regardless 

of your background or faith.

Web site: grebel.uwaterloo.ca; e-mail: info-

cguc@uwaterloo.ca.

The King’s University College 

A+ for Quality
One of the most affordable Christian universi-

ties in Canada, King’s University College earns 

top grades on many fronts. The most recent 

Globe and Mail Canadian University Report 

Card 2009, gave King’s an A+ rating for 

“Quality of Education” and “Over-all Student 

Satisfaction.”

King’s offers fully accredited bachelor’s 

degrees in the arts, humanities, music, social 

sciences, natural sciences and commerce/

management, as well as a Bachelor of Educa-

tion after-degree. 

King’s serves almost 650 students from 

more than 16 nations. Faculty are highly 

qualified, dedicated Christians committed to 

academic excellence. 

With small class sizes, King’s offers the kind 

of personal attention that cannot be found 

in larger university settings. Undergraduate 

students, mentored one on one, acquire 

hands-on experience in self-directed research 

projects, collaborating with local, national and 

international partners. 

5800 University Boulevard
Vancouver, BC  Canada  V6T 2E4
1.800.663.8664 Fax: 604.224.3097
admissions@regent-college.edu
www.regent-college.edu/w049

A N I N T E R N A T I O N A L 
G R A D U A T E  S C H O O L 
O F  C H R I S T I A N  S T U D I E S

s u m m e r • p r o g r a m s • 2 0 0 9

Warm summer days at the beach and stimulating theological discussions. 
Hikes to mountain meadows and spiritual growth. Come refresh your 
soul, rest your body and renew your mind at Regent College’s Summer 

Programs. This year, our line-up includes a wide selection of one and two week courses, 
including spiritual discernment with Marva Dawn; the ethics of filmmaking with 
Ralph Winter and John Stackhouse; Colossians with J.I. Packer; and C.S. Lewis with 
Michael Ward. There’s lots more, too, including art gallery shows and concerts, two 
conferences, and Regent’s famous bookstore. 

Bring your family and enjoy the beaches and mountains in beautiful Vancouver,  
Canada and top-notch theological education at Regent College’s Summer Programs 2009.

Set your mind on things above

…and sink your toes in the sand

http://grebel.uwaterloo.ca
mailto:admissions@regent-college.edu
http://www.regent-college.edu/w049
mailto:info-cguc@uwaterloo.ca
mailto:info-cguc@uwaterloo.ca
http://www.grebel.uwaterloo.ca
mailto:infocguc@uwaterloo.ca


/ 45May /  June 2009

E ducation          A dvertising            F eature    

King’s students have the advantage of 

meeting regularly with faculty advisors. Profes-

sors are easily accessible, and if students have 

questions or require extra help, they meet 

directly with faculty – not their assistants. 

King’s competes in the Alberta Colleges 

Athletic Conference in basketball, volleyball 

and outdoor soccer.

Small class sizes, on-campus housing, 

exciting student life activities, a variety of 

scholarships and bursaries – and education 

from a Christian perspective – round out the 

advantages of attending King’s.

Web site: www.kingsu.ca; e-mail: admis-

sions@kingsu.ca; phone: 780-465-8334; toll 

free: 800-661-8582.

Living Faith Bible College:

Making Disciples
When Jesus gave the Great Commission, 

He didn’t command us to make churchgo-

ers, or even converts; He commanded us to 

make disciples. And He showed us how to 

do it! Making disciples means teaching truth, 

building character, calling for lifestyle com-

mitments, providing opportunities to serve 

others and highlighting the need for a strong 

abiding relationship with Him. 

Discipleship is not easy – it has a cost; but 

being a disciple of Christ is more than worth 

it! Those who were called disciples gave up 

everything to follow and serve Jesus. 

Living Faith, through strong biblical 

teaching, personal mentorship and practical 

ministry training, will equip each student for 

life and ministry as a disciple of Jesus. We offer 

intense Bible college training that will put 

your faith to the test in the classroom, in the 

church, and on the streets. What will you give 

up to follow Him?

Please call Living Faith at 800-838-2975 

or learn more about us at www.lfbc.net. Add 

us on Facebook! Search for us as Living Faith. 

McMaster Divinity College

Effective Evangelical Leadership
Quality theological education within an 

evangelical learning community, access to 

extensive student resources on a world-class 

university campus, solid ministry prepara-

tion through ministry formation placements 

and reflection seminars, generous financial 

aid packages, including four merit entrance 

scholarships, being part of a diverse student 

body – all this and more is available to stu-

dents at McMaster Divinity College.

Located in Hamilton, Ontario, the McMas-

ter University campus is a reasonable commute 

from many areas in southern Ontario, and 

students have access to the resources on the 

university campus. Opportunities for spiritual 

growth and ministry development are available 

through our cutting-edge Ministry Formation 

program, which provides integrative ministry 

experiences, and our faculty are available to 

provide pastoral guidance. In addition, there 

are many special learning events, such as our 

Gladstone Festival of Preaching and the H.H. 

Bingham Colloquium in New Testament.

Programs available are Master of Divinity, 

Master of Theological Studies, Diploma in 

Ministry and Certificate in Christian Studies. 

Also available are the Master of Arts in Chris-

tian Studies and the PhD in Christian Theol-

ogy, which provide an opportunity for more 

in-depth study in an area of biblical studies, 

theological studies or ministry studies. 

Contact us today and find out how Mc-

Master Divinity College can prepare you for 

effective evangelical Christian leadership in the 

21st century. Visit www.macdiv.ca.

905.648.2131
www.redeemer.ca

INTEGRATE your faith into every aspect of your life.  
BECOME part of an authentic Christian community.  
EARN your Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science or 
Bachelor of Education degree.
 
More than 860 students from more than 40 different 
denominations attend denominations attend Redeemer, located on a 
beautiful 86-acre campus near Hamilton, in 
Southern Ontario.

Redeemer

in Overall Student Satisfaction 
in e Globe & Mail’s 
University Report Card

Learn more at redeemer.ca/reportcard

http://www.kingsu.ca
http://www.lfbc.net
http://www.macdiv.ca
http://www.redeemer.ca
http://redeemer.ca/reportcard
mailto:admissions@kingsu.ca
mailto:admissions@kingsu.ca
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Prairie

Canada’s Oldest Bible college
Prairie Bible College is Canada’s oldest Bible 

college and specializes in training effective 

workers for churches and other Christian min-

istries – both at home and around the world. 

It offers a variety of bachelor’s degrees, two-

year Associate of Arts and one-year certificates.

In September 2006 Prairie opened the first 

college in Canada deliberately created to offer 

two-year vocational programs in conjunction 

with Christian higher education. Prairie Col-

lege of Applied Arts and Technology offers 

programs in the areas of health care and early 

childhood care. This new college allows stu-

dents to graduate with a two-year Associate 

of Arts degree that contains courses in Bible as 

well as earn a provincially recognized diploma 

in their chosen vocational field – equipping 

students for a profession as well as for roles in 

the international mission of the Church.

In a recent audit, Transport Canada 

indicated that our aviation students score 

higher on their flight tests and written scores 

compared to students at other Transport 

Canada-licensed facilities across the nation. 

Our desire is to continue to offer excellent 

mission aviation training. To ensure this, the 

program is now being offered through the 

Prairie School of Mission Aviation.

Learn more. Visit www.prairie.edu or call 

toll free 800-661-2425.

Providence Theological Seminary

Passion to Equip
At Providence Theological Seminary, our 

passion is to equip students with knowledge 

and character for leadership and service. The 

Church in Canada is desperate for leaders, 

and the need for Christians to answer the 

call is undeniable. Whether you have always 

known you would serve in the Church, or if 

you are just discovering God’s purpose for 

your life, you, too, can serve people by serv-

ing God through the Church.

Providence provides the foundational the-

ory, theology and vocational training you need 

to lead and serve people in your community 

and around the world. Providence’s supportive 

leadership, diverse community and solid bibli-

cal teaching create an environment that en-

courages growth and inspires excellence.

Providence Theological Seminary is an 

evangelical interdenominational school that 

You want to change the problems 
in the world. You didn’t create 
them but today’s students are 
going to be the ones to solve them. 
What is an appropriate response 
to hunger, shortage of clean water, 
lack of adequate health care, and 
to reaching the lost – either here 
at home or somewhere else in our 
global village?

If you are ready to take the 
adventure God has laid out for 
you we invite you to learn more. 
You will discover opportunities. 
Today you only imagine yourself 
doing these things; Prairie will 
prepare you for whatever God is 
going to lead you into tomorrow.

Learn more. Call us at 
1.800.661.2425 or visit us online at 

www.prairie.edu.

. . . and go.

Get out 
      of here . . .

DEVELOPING INNOVATIVE SPIRIT-FILLED LEADERS

www.vanguardcollege.com | info@vanguardcollege.com | toll-free : 1-866-222-0808  

C O L L E G E

Check out our many scholarships 
www.vanguardcollege.com/affordable

EDMONTON, ALBERTA

http://www.prairie.edu
http://www.prairie.edu
http://www.vanguardcollege.com/affordable
mailto:info@vanguardcollege.com
http://www.vanguardcollege.com
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trains people for church, parachurch and 

humanitarian ministries in the areas of coun-

selling, education, global studies, Bible and 

theology, TESOL (Teaching English to Speak-

ers of Other Languages) and pastoral ministry. 

It offers ATS-accredited graduate degrees at 

the master’s and doctoral levels. Providence 

graduates serve in all parts of the world and 

have gone on to various prestigious advanced-

degree programs in Canada and abroad. 

The Seminary is part of the larger Providence 

College and Seminary family, a learning com-

munity of more that 500 students, located 

in Otterburne, Manitoba, Canada. Web site: 

www.prov.ca. Phone: 800-668-PROV.

Redeemer

Integrating Faith into Life
Enabling you to integrate your faith into every 

aspect of your life is our focus at Redeemer. 

With more than 40 majors and minors to 

choose from, you can select a program that 

will allow you to earn your Bachelor of Arts, 

Bachelor of Science or Bachelor of Education 

degree from a distinctly Christian perspective. 

Surrounded by a supportive community of 

students, faculty and staff, you will be chal-

lenged to get involved, apply what you are 

learning and honour God in every area of life.

While earning your degree, you have the 

opportunity to be part of a vibrant student body 

featuring townhouse-style living, active clubs, 

off-campus studies, student publications, out-

reach initiatives, varsity athletics and intentional 

prayer and worship. Being a Redeemer student 

touches every aspect of your life and helps to 

develop the person God created you to be.

You are invited to visit our 86-acre campus 

in Ancaster, Ontario, to experience Redeemer 

for yourself. Take a tour, chat with a professor, 

learn about financial assistance and interact 

with current students to get a glimpse of what 

being a Redeemer student is all about. Sched-

ule your visit or begin your application online 

at www.redeemer.ca.

Regent College

An Empowering Community
Regent College is an empowering community 

of Christians committed to equipping people 

to live and work as mature followers of Christ 

in the vocations to which God has called 

them. Students representing a wide variety of 

nationalities, denominations, vocations and 

The significance of one

purpose

commitment

opportunity

mentor

community

future

hope

decision

416.218.6757 | 1.877.TYNDALE

tyndale.ca/seminary

Canada’s Leading Seminary

The decision to pursue graduate 
theological education is a response 

to the call of God.

Apply Now.

http://www.prov.ca
http://www.redeemer.ca
http://tyndale.ca/seminary
http://www.summitpacific.ca
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stages of life come to Regent to explore God’s 

call on their lives within a challenging and 

supportive community.

With an exceptional faculty, and 35 visit-

ing scholars every spring and summer, Regent 

College is an established international graduate 

school, providing theological and interdisciplin-

ary education for the whole people of God. 

Visit www.regent-college.edu.

Summit Pacific College

A Firm Foundation
More than just a classroom education, Sum-

mit Pacific College is a vibrant learning com-

munity committed to fostering excellence in 

knowledge, spiritual growth and ministry ex-

perience. Whether you come for a one-year 

discipleship program or a four-year degree, 

your Summit experience will lay a firm foun-

dation for the rest of your life.

Study in Christ-centred classrooms with 

faculty who are actively investing in students’ 

lives. Live with young people who are serious 

about developing their gifts and serving their 

communities. Worship in weekly chapel ser-

vices with a dynamic body of believers. And 

finally, apply your learning through weekly 

ministry and internship opportunities.

Summit offers a Bachelor of Arts in Reli-

gion with majors in counselling foundations, 

pastoral theology, church music, youth lead-

ership, biblical theology, and intercultural 

studies. Students can also earn a Bachelor of 

Arts in General Studies through Trinity West-

ern University, with courses taught by univer-

sity professors right on the Summit campus. 

If you’re looking for a dynamic one-

year discipleship program, consider Omega 

Global. This is one year of intensive disciple-

ship with foundational biblical teaching, 

mentoring, team-building and hands-on 

ministry experience. At the end of this pro-

gram, the team travels overseas for several 

weeks of life-changing global outreach.

Check out our website, www.summit

pacific.ca, for more information.

Tyndale

Canada’s Leading Seminary
Join Tyndale in God’s mission. Be prepared to 

effectively lead and serve in His kingdom. 

As Canada’s leading seminary, Tyndale 

has one significant commitment to graduate 

theological education. It will enrich your in-

tellect and faith and equip you with the prac-

tical skills and understandings you need.

Caroline, Alberta

Living Faith
Bible College

Pure Discipleship
Serious Academics

Lifelong Friendships

www.lfbc.net info@lfbc.net1.800.838.2975

http://www.regent-college.edu
http://www.lfbc.net
mailto:info@lfbc.net
http://www.summitpacific.ca
http://www.summitpacific.ca
http://www.columbiabc.edu
mailto:daniel.horne@prov.ca
http://www.prov.ca
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Tyndale provides a significant opportu-

nity, with a wide range of degree options 

to meet your needs and goals, whatever 

your profession. We offer master’s degrees 

in theology, divinity and theological studies, 

and graduate diplomas in Christian stud-

ies, missions, pastoral and Chinese ministry 

foundations, and spiritual formation. A newly 

designed Doctor of Ministry (DMin) degree 

with a focus on leadership began this May.

Some programs are available in a modu-

lar format, allowing you to earn your degree 

without leaving your job or ministry.

Tyndale provides one community with 

a vibrant diversity in denominational back-

grounds and perspectives. They are united in 

a common thirst to know Christ better, serve 

Him more faithfully and share His good news.

The significance of this one decision is pro-

found. Inspire others and impact the world. 

Respond to the call of God and apply now.

For more information go to Tyndale.ca/

seminary call 877-TYNDALE or 416-218-6757.

Vanguard College

Feel It for Yourself
With so many factors to consider in choos-

ing a school – price, programs, accreditation, 

housing – we sometimes forget to investigate 

for ourselves the school’s atmosphere. Do you 

know what the spiritual life of the school is like? 

What part does chapel play in the life of the 

student body? What is the style of worship? 

How about the students themselves – are they 

friendly? How do current students feel about 

the school? These questions are not easily 

answered by brochures and websites; it’s some-

thing you have to experience for yourself.

We are convinced that with just one visit 

to our campus you will feel it for yourself: 

God moving in chapels and class times, 

worship that is modern and free, and a 

body of students that will welcome you as 

part of a family. Offering degrees, diplomas 

and certificates, Vanguard College is dedi-

cated to developing innovative spirit-filled 

leaders. Whether your passion is children or 

youth, missions or pastoral ministry, TESOL 

or worship studies, we have a program to 

prepare you for ministry in an accredited, 

affordable and Spirit-filled environment.

Come feel it for yourself here at Vanguard 

College.

Address: 12140–103rd Street, Edmonton, 

AB T5G 2J9. Tel.: 866-222-0808. Web site: 

www.vanguardcollege.com. n
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Feedback Needed 
Help us make Faith Today 
even better! 
Fill out our reader survey at 
www.faithtoday.ca – and we’ll let 
you order a free, one-year gift sub-
scription for someone!

H e l p i n g  g o d ’ s  p e o p l e  M a n a g e  g o d ’ s  a s s e t s

The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada in partnership with Advisors 

with Purpose is offering you the benefit of competent Christian 

advisors who are trained to help you create a God-honouring legacy.

 Visit www.advisorswithpurpose.ca and click on The 

Giving Gateway to access a complementary and confidential 

interactive online tool to help you understand your options 

(login access for Faith Today readers is: efcft) or call 

1.866.302.3362 to arrange for a meeting with an advisor.

Will the spiritual inheritance you leave 
extend beyond your own life?

Will the legacy you leave...
     reflect the life you lived?

awp_efc_4.6x7.4_ad_2.2.indd   1 4/16/09   9:23:30 AM

http://www.faithtoday.ca
http://www.vanguardcollege.com
http://www.advisorswithpurpose.ca
http://www.Tyndale.ca/seminary
http://www.Tyndale.ca/seminary
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The shepherd we are seeking must have a 
passion for God, His Word, and His people. 
Administration, team building, assimilation 
experience are essential. Our Lead Pastor must 
also possess Bible-based preaching and teach-
ing skills that are relevant to today's challenges 
without compromising God’s Word.

We are seeking a Pastor whose leadership 
style includes a focus on evangelism, model-
ling, mentoring and continually speaking the 
Word of God. We desire a Pastor who will 
firmly and lovingly guide us and prepare us 
for God's purpose.

This is a full-time position that includes 
medical insurance, yearly vacation and a com-
petitive salary. There will be a full credit and 
background check on qualified candidates.

 For more information about Calvary 
Baptist Church please visit our website:  
www.calvarybaptist.ca

To apply, please send the following to 
the attention of Carol Price, Resumé Co-
ordinator:  A letter of interest, a resumé and 

C l a s s i f i e d s T h e  N e t w o r kC l a s s i f i e d s 
Classified ad deadline for July/August 2009 issue: May 29                    Tel.: 705-222-5025                   E-mail: Ads@faithtoday.ca 

Careers

Senior Pastor
Powell River, the pearl on the Sunshine 
Coast of British Columbia, is seeking a se-
nior pastor. Westview Baptist Church, a vi-
brant multi-staff congregation of 300-plus, 
seeks an evangelistic preacher, teacher, ser-
vant leader. Powell River has all the amen-
ities of a small city, abundant cultural and 
recreational activities and the great coastal 
outdoors. Please contact wbcinpr@gmail.
com for details of the position and profile. 
All applications will be acknowledged. 
See www.westviewbaptistchurch.com and 
www.discoverpowellriver.com.

Called to Ministry?
Called to Preach? The Evangelical Christian 
Church in Canada offers ministerial creden-
tials to those who qualify. Contact us at: 
cecconline.com, cecc@rogers.com, 1-888-
981-8881.

Family Pastor Positions
Cloverdale Baptist Church is seeking two 
additional family pastors to fill the po-
sitions of Children’s Ministries and Dis-
cipleship/Assimilation. For more info: 
www.cloverdalebaptistchurch.ca.

Canada’s Christian 
Job Source

Search for a job and place your resumé on-
line at MinistryEmployment.ca. We have 
a ministry client list of over 400 Canadian 
Christian employers.

Lead Pastor
Calvary Baptist Church, located in Coquit-
lam, British Columbia, is seeking a spirit-
filled, spirit-led visionary leader to serve as 
Lead Pastor of our multicultural congrega-
tion of approximately 450-plus.

We are looking for a Lead Pastor whose 
personal and pastoral life is characterized by 
a spirit of prayer. 

Christian Leaders Connection 
is a one-day seminar offered 
to pastors and ministry 
leaders by The Evangelical 
Fellowship of Canada 

This year’s theme:
Being Evangelical in 
a Complex World: 
Stats, Facts and 
Trends

Topics: 
• How Canadian social trends 
	 impact your church
• 	Biblical principles for Christian 
	 interaction in society
• Public policy, freedom of religion 
	 and your ministry

Tentative Locations: 
Atlantic Provinces, June 2009
Manitoba, September 2009
British Columbia, October 2009
Ontario, November 2009
Quebec, January 2010

Visit www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/clc 
for details and online registration
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a Statement of Faith.
Calvary Baptist Church, 1636 Regan 

Ave., Coquitlam, B.C. V3J 3B8 or via email 
to Carol Price: caprice12@hotmail.com.

Senior Pastor
Senior Pastor, Evangelical Free Church, Ab-
botsford, B.C. (www.abbyfree.com): Our 
church of 160 seeks a biblically qualified 
senior pastor who is passionate about God’s 
Word and filled with a love for the congre-
gation. He should also be a man gifted in 
expository, transformational, and practical 
preaching with a heart to shepherd the con-
gregation with visionary leadership. Please 
send resumé and cover letter to Dr. Arvid 
Olson at arvid@telus.net.

Information Technology 
Analyst

David C. Cook is Canada’s largest distributor 
of Christian books, cards and music.  Due to 
rapid growth we are looking for a full time 
IT Analyst.

Under direction of the IT Manager your 
duties will include hardware and software 
support, server and desktop maintenance, 
creating and running SQL reports, ERP trou-
bleshooting and administration of EDI.

The ideal candidate will possess 1-2 years 
of relevant work experience.  Your ability to 
learn new concepts quickly and interact well 
with others will be important.

Please submit your resume via email to 
custserv@davidccook.ca , by fax to 519-442-
1303 or by mail to: David C. Cook Distribu-
tion Canada Ltd., 55 Woodslee Ave., Paris, 
ON N3L 3E5.

Visit 
www.christianity.ca

Feedback Needed 
Help us make Faith Today 
even better! 
Fill out our reader survey at 
www.faithtoday.ca – and we’ll let 
you order a free, one-year gift sub-
scription for someone!

Classifieds
$20 per line (minimum order 3 lines). 
Display classifieds are also available. 

Deadline for July/Augustl 2009
reservations: May 29

Contact: Brian Shephard 
Tel. 705-222-5025 or 

E-mail: Ads@faithtoday.ca

Continued on page 52
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Listen to the 
information 
that might 

help you

Canada Watch Radio
www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/

broadcasts

Also available as podcasts

Miscellaneous

Write! Canada
25th Anniversary

Write! Canada 2009 – Canada’s largest 
Christian writers conference – promises to 
be exceptional. Writers from beginner to 
professional will find invaluable information 

and professional instruction in all aspects of 
writing, publishing and marketing. Choose 
from eight, six-hour continuing classes and 
18 workshops. Learn from plenary speakers 
Audrey Dorsch, Ray Wiseman, Brian Stiller 
and award-winning authors and editors. 
Meet literary agents and editors from news-
papers and magazines. Network with other 

writers. For more information or to register 
go to  www.writecanada.org or call Jeanette 
at 519-886-4196.

Christian Student Residence
and Guest Room in Montreal
www.residencema.ca, 514-843-4356.

SERVICES

JUNK or JEWEL?
Poems, essays, manuscripts: you write it and 
I’ll critique it honestly and fairly. Detailed an-
alysis, reasonable cost. David the Friendly 
Editor, 403-443-5319 or helpedit@telus.net.

�R�o�o�m� �2�1�7� �F�o�u�n�d�a�t�i�o�n� �a�d�_�0�3�-�0�9�b

�W�e�d�n�e�s�d�a�y�,� �M�a�r�c�h� �2�5�,� �2�0�0�9� �5�:�1�5�:�5�5� �P�M

Classifieds
$20 per line 

(minimum order 3 lines). 

Display classifieds are also available. 

Deadline for July/August 2009

reservations: May 29

Contact: Brian Shephard 

Tel. 705-222-5025 or 

Email: Ads@faithtoday.ca
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C h r i s t  &  C u l t u r e  i n  C a n a d a

B y  J o h n  G .  S t a c k h o u s e  J r .

Our Own Worst Media Enemies

R
eligious people in Canada complain about 
how the mass media treat religion. It doesn’t 
matter if you’re Sikh or Buddhist, Muslim or 
Christian – we’re all unhappy about stories that 

stereotype our traditions and focus on the 
wildest and least representative members of 
our communities.

Evangelicals in particular often complain 
– and we have good reason to do so, accord-
ing to Wilfrid Laurier University scholar 
David Haskell. In his new book Through a 
Lens Darkly: How the News Media Perceive 
and Portray Evangelicals (Clements, 2009), 
Haskell shows that, when the values of Evan-
gelicals clash with the values reporters believe 
are “mainstream Canadian,” journalistic integrity is often 
sacrificed to make sure the “moral of the story” comes out 
“right.”

I’ve had enough experience with Canadian journalists 
to nod my head sympathetically. It is often very difficult 
to get Canadian journalists even to understand, let alone 
sympathize with, an evangelical point of view on contro-
versial matters.

I will leave Haskell to make his case, however, since he 
makes it very well. Today I want to offer a complementary 
point: we Evangelicals, we Christians, we religious people 
are often our own worst media enemies.

Here is a lightly edited version of an email I received 
from an oft-honoured Canadian religion reporter on the 
Tuesday before Easter:

A couple of evangelical pastors I wanted to speak to 
have not come through by my deadline, and I am down 
to the wire.

Would you like to respond to a few questions about 
what Christians, and particularly Evangelicals, are doing 
to engage, retain and bring in new members in this day 
and age?

I know some evangelical churches are doing really well 
but, in general, what are your thoughts on how evangelicals 
in Canada are engaging the wider “secular” culture, bring-
ing in new people, making their viewpoints attractive to 
non-Christians – that kind of thing?

Even a few paragraphs from you would be helpful. Or, 

if you prefer, we could talk briefly on the phone tonight or 
early tomorrow. This large feature has to be completely 
finished by noon tomorrow.

Sorry to burden you at this last minute. Thanks.
I helped with the story, which was pub-

lished in due course. But I followed up with 
the reporter later and asked more about the 
problems trying to contact those pastors in big 
evangelical churches. Here’s the reply:

Sometimes I wonder if the problem is the 
receptionists – or maybe church policies. I 
didn’t get any sense they were really helping 
me to contact the senior pastors. Everyone 
was in “meetings” that couldn’t be inter-
rupted. So I’m left to leave voice messages 

that may or may not get picked up.
Seemed like avoidance of the secular media was going 

on. And you know the consequences of that – even when I 
emphasized it was pretty well a “good news story.”

Well, we do know the consequences of that. We com-
plain about it all the time. But while Haskell’s evidence 
shows that some of the problem is with the media, some 
of the problem also stares back from the mirror.

Yes, it was Holy Week and pastors were busy. Guess 
what: the other time of year when reporters want to talk 
with pastors is Advent when pastors are busy.

Journalists rarely come to us when we think we have 
a story – although most of them are glad for us to suggest 
ideas. They come to us when they think they have a story 
already. And Christmas and Easter are still occasions in 
Canada for Christian stories to be told.

I don’t understand why pastors who pride themselves 
on being able to preach well to seekers can’t speak well to 
journalists. I particularly don’t understand why churches 
anxious to connect with their communities at Christmas 
and Easter won’t make it a high priority to connect with 
the mass media of those communities.

So get ready.
And, please, answer the phone. 

 
John Stackhouse teaches on theology and culture at Regent Col-
lege, Vancouver. His latest book is a second edition of Can God Be 
Trusted? Faith and the Challenge of Evil (InterVarsity, 2009).

Christians should not complain about bad news coverage if our church 
leaders aren’t willing to make themselves available to local media

Journalists 
are glad for us 
to suggest ideas 
but they mainly 

come to us 
when they think 

they have a 
story already
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 Canadian Baptist Seminary
 Canadian Pentecostal Seminary
 Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary
 Northwest Baptist Seminary
 Trinity Western Seminary

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
Professional Christian Studies

 Master of Divinity †

 Master of Arts in Cross-Cultural Ministries †

 Master of Arts in Marriage & Family Therapy 
 Master of Applied Linguistics & Exegesis 
 Doctor of Ministry (post Master of Divinity)

General Christian Studies
 Master of Arts in Christian Studies †

 Diplomas †

Theological Research Studies
 Master of Theological Studies †

 Master of Theology (post Master of Divinity)
† With specializations.

Come Together. Go Further.

Five Seminaries. One Great Education.

www.acts.twu.ca  1.888.468.6898

ACTS SEMINARIES is a unique consortium of individual Canadian evangelical seminaries 

that have come together to help you go further in your education and pursuit of God’s calling.

DISCOVER  how you can go further at ACTS. Visit our website, give us a call, or send us an 

email at acts@twu.ca today and request a copy of the ACTS viewbook.

mailto:acts@twu.ca
http://www.acts.twu.ca
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